AFL-CIO NEW 


Vol. I 


Class Matter, 


Ike Ties 
Budget to 
Prosperity 


Pres. Eisenhower, confidently 
counting on continued prosperity, 
sent Congress a 1957 budget call- 
ing for higher spending for de- 
fense, some labor and welfare 
services and schools. He prom- 
ised a small federal surplus from 
higher revenues without new 
taxes. 

Eisenhower estimated spending 
for the fiscal year beginning next 
July 1 at $65.9 billion, a jump from 
the $64.3 billion estimated in the 
current (1956) fiscal year and an 
increase of $1.3 billion over actual 
1955 expenditures. 

The higher spending, he esti- 
mates, will be more than overcome 
by increased government revenues 
at current tax rates. Estimated 
1957 federal receipts are $66.3 bil- 
lion, $1.8 billion more than the 
estimates for fiscal 1956 and $5.9 
billion higher than actual revenues 
in fiscal 1955, he told Congress. 


$200 Million Surplus 

These estimates, if accurate, 
would mean a $200 million federal 
surplus in the current year and 
$400 million in 1957, the President 
said. 

The President acknowledged that 
these precariously narrow balances 
would be wiped out, even theoreti- 
cally, unless Congress enacts pro- 
posed legislation to increase postal 
revenues by $350 million a year. 
Passage of a bill for an increase of 
this size is considered unlikely. 

Some economists said, however, 
that Pres. Eisenhower may have 
provided a “cushion” in the form of 
“underestimating” probable receipts 
in corporation income taxes. 

They pointed out that the Presi- 
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Application for Re-Entry as Second % 
Office, Washing- 
ton, D. C., is pending. 


LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM was the subject as AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, Sec.-Treas. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler, and Dept. of Legislation Co-Directors William Hushing and Robert L. Oliver 
conferred at a meeting of legislative spokesmen of AFL-CIO and national and international unions. 


Meany Calls I[ke’s School Aid 


Program ‘Seriously Inadequate’ 


Pres. Eisenhower’s proposal for federal aid to school construction has been denounced as seri- 
ously inadequate by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany. 

The Administration made a “significant concession 
its specific plan “adds up to another manifestation of the ‘too little, too late’ policy,” Meany said in 
a signed editorial in the AFL-CIO American Federationist. 


Meany Challenges NAM 


To Seek Industrial Peace 


” in accepting the “need” for federal aid, but 


year in federal funds for school con- 
struction in the next five years, he 
said, the government should “com- 
mit itself to at least $1 billion a 
year” for both building programs 
and “higher pay standards for 


teachers.” 


Picket Line 


Organizer Shot During 


Flareup 


Columbus, Miss.—Ed Blair, southern organizing director for the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, was given a 50-50 chance to live 
at Doster Hospital following an unprovoked assault by a rifle- 


Wielding, picket-line-crashing ter- 
Torist. 

The veteran unionist has under- 
gone major surgery and has been 
given numerous blood transfusions 
in his battle for life after a .22- 
Caliber slug ripped through his 
body, perforating the liver, and 
emerging to graze his arm. A sur- 
geon with Korean battlefront expe- 
Tience operated in an effort to halt 
grave internal bleeding. 


Police are holding his assailant, 


James T. Miller, but decline to re- 
veal where he is in custody. Miller, 
eye witnesses said, fired pointblank 
at Blair, 39, during a picket line 
flare-up before the plant of the 
American Bosch Arma Corp., 
where members of the Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers went 
on strike an hour earlier. 

The three-day strike ended with 
ratification of a new agreement 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Instead of only $250 million a® 


The White House proposal, rep- 
resenting a substantial boost in pro- 
posed federal grants from its 1955 
suggestion of a total of only $200 
million spread across three years, is 
silent on federal funds for teachers’ 
salaries. 

Assistance to schools in paying 
higher salaries to teachers is neces- 
sary to “attract more qualified peo- 
ple” to the profession, Meany said. 

Carl J. Megel, president of the 
AFL-CIO Teachers, in a speech in 
Hibbing, Minn., pointed out that 
Eisenhower’s Welfare Sec. Marion 
Folsom had said the Administration 
proposal “would provide only 60,- 
000 new classrooms.” 

The immediate need, Megel said, 
is “350,000 classrooms, including 
101,000 to eliminate double-shift 
classes, 185,000 to replace obsolete 
buildings, and 64,000 for increased 
enrollment.” 


Criticizes ‘Gesture’ 


He also criticized the President 
for making a “gesture” by saying 
that “good teachers are the key to 
good teaching,” but failing to offer 
a “practical financial method of cor- 
recting the teacher shortage and 


keeping the underpaid teachers we 
now have.” 

The House Rules Committee 
schedule public hearings Jan. 24 on 
the Kelley bill, already approved by 
the House Education Committee, to 
authorize $1.6 billion in four years 
in grants for school construction. 

A bill sponsored by Sen. Lister 
Hill (D-Ala.) and other Democrats 
to provide $500 million a year for 
two years is pending in the Senate 
Public Welfare Committee. 

Neither bill provides federal 
funds for school operation and 
teachers’ salaries. 


Matching Funds 

The Welfare Dept. has released 
a “tentative” breakdown of how 
much each state would receive un- 
der the Eisenhower $250 million-a- 
year proposal and how much each 
would have to put up in matching 
funds. 

Fifteen states and territories, in- 
cluding most southern states, would 
be required to supply only $1 for 
each $2 in federal funds. Seven 
others, with higher citizen income 
levels, would have to put up $2 to 
qualify for $1 in federal grants. 
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Labor Set 
To Bolster 
Relations 


New York — AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany challenged the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers to drop its 60-year cam- 
paign to destroy trade unions and 
help lay the groundwork for 
peaceful labor-management rela- 
tions. 

The AFL-CIO is ready and 
willing to create industrial peace, 
he said, if the NAM is ready to 
accept two basic requirements for 
labor - management cooperation: 

1—That workers are represented 
only by organizations of workers— 


‘|unions—not by groups like the 


NAM. : 
2—That management must ac- 


_| cept the free trade union as a vital 
;| American institution. 


Meany spelled out in great de- 
tail, in a speech to the National 
Industrial Conference Board, the 
NAM’s 60-year record of opposing 
labor and welfare legislation, of its 
insistent campaign to weaken and 
destroy unions. 


Peace Can Come 

The AFL-CIO cannot accept the 
idea “of sitting across the table from 
management to find a solution for 
industrial problems that would 
bring benefit to all workers .. . if 
those on the other side of the table 
are actively engaged in a campaign 
designed to destroy our very exist- 
ence as trade unions,” Meany de- 
clared. 

Industrial peace can come, he 
added, when management recog- 
nizes that “workers have a right to 

(Continued on Page 2) 


News on Job | 
In Open Shop. 


Philadelphia — Non-union 
electrotypers of the Curtis 
Publishing Co., largest non- 
union printing firm in the 
country, are due for a liberal 
education on what the labor 
movement is all about. 

The Philadelphia Electro- 
typers and Finishers Union 
No. 72 has purchased sub- 
scriptions to the AFL-CIO 
News for the non-union Curtis 
workers. 

John F. McDermott, local 
organizing chairman, com- 
mented the Curtis electrotyp- 
ers need the AFL-CIO News 
“so that they may more read- 
ily understand the aims, goals 
and policies of the trade union 
movement in this country.” 
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Meany Urges Foreign Policy 
Free of ‘Partisan Bickering’ 


A constructive foreign policy for America should be removed from the “realm of partisan bicker- 
ing” and agreed upon by “responsible leadership of both parties,” AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 


declared. 
The Eisenhower Administration 


“let itself in for criticism’ through 
its “serious mistake in overselling 
the significance” of the “Geneva 
spirit” conference, Meany said in 
an editorial in the AFL-CIO Ameri- 
can Federationist. 

“Yet criticism alone will get us 
nowhere,” he said. Even in an elec- 
tion year, the “real-need is for bi- 
partisan agreement on a sound and 
firm policy” which can be “con- 
sistently applied to preserve peace] 
and safeguard the free world from 
military attack or subversion.” 


Hits False Economy 


In the field of domestic policy, he 
said, Congress “cannot afford the 


luxury of marking time until the} 


votes are counted.” 

Terming federal school aid the 
“first order of business,” he dis- 
cussed the Eisenhower program as 
insufficient, asked $1 billion a year 
for five years—four times what the 
President recommended—and de 
clared that “‘stinting the schools is 
the height of false economy.” 

On her “urgent problems” he 
declared: 


¢ “Shrinkage in farm income.” 
The whole country’s prosperity is 
menaced when agriculture is hard 
hit, and the AFL-CIO is “pledged 
to a sound program designed to 
raise farmers’ income.” 


© Taxes. Government revenue 
should not be cut if it would “en- 
danger national security,” but if 
adequate defense can be maintained 
with lower taxes, “rates on the first 
$2,000” of income should be re- 
duced, personal exemptions should 
be raised, legal loopholes in the 
revenue laws should be closed, and 
excises that are a “burden on both 
business and the consumer” should 
be repealed. 

® Civil rights. A legislative pro- 
gram is “overdue in common fair- 
ness to victims of discrimination 
and in support of our international 
position.” Our reputation in inter- 
national affairs is “weakened by the 
fact that millions of citizens are 
denied equal justice under the law 
because of their race, color or re- 
ligion.” 

© Housing. A “comprehensive” 
program to encourage “construction 
of two million new homes a year for 
10 years” is needed. It should in- 
clude “ample provision for public 
housing,” for slum replacement, for 
elderly persons and for others with 
incomes of less than $5,000. 

© Taft-Hartley. The President’s 
repetition of earlier proposals for 
revision was “inadequate.” Con- 
gress should make a “more serious 
and thorough effort to correct the 
obvious injustices,” and revision 
“cannot be postponed much longer 
without danger to our entire na 
tional economy.” 

© Distressed areas. Congress 
should adopt an “effective rehabili- 
tation program” for depressed areas 
where “‘joblessness is acute and eco- 
nomic conditions for labor and in- 
dustry bleak.” There should also 
be action to “remove tax exemption 
advantages” for communities that 
invite runaway industry through 
issuing “bonds to engage in plant 
piracy.” 

© Jobless compensation. Congress 
should modernize the unemploy- 
ment compensation system by “pro- 
viding a uniform, nationwide mini- 
mum standard” for benefits paid 
under the state programs and the 
“duration” of benefits. 

® Minimum wage. The federal 
law needs revision to cover “mil- 
lions of workers still unprotected” 
and to raise the legal minimum 
from $1 to $1.25 an hour. Stand- 
ards for workers in Puerto Rico, 


(Continued from Page 1) 


maintain free trade unions” as much 
as management has the right to 
| manage. 

The 60-year record of the 
NAM, the AFL-CIO President 
declared, makes it painfully clear 
that it has “no valid credentials 

' from the workers of America— 
organized or unorganized.” There 
can be no inference or assump- 
tion, based on the record, that 
the NAM “speaks in the inter- 
est, rights and welfare of Ameri- 
can workers.” 


The change in attitude required 
for industrial peace, said Meany, is 
vitally important if the United 
States is to avoid economic disaster 
that would give communism a vic- 
tory without firing a shot. The 
greatest challenge of our time, he 
asserted is the Kremlin-directed 
Communist conspiracy. 

This challenge confronts Ameri- 
can management as well as Ameri- 
can labor. But, he recalled, when 
he recently spoke to the NAM in 
terms of increasing labor-manage- 
ment ‘cooperation he was greeted 
with “an intemperate and unre- 
strained attack” on the trade un- 
ion movement. 


Showed No Understanding 


The NAM spokesman, Charles 
Sligh, “showed no understanding 
of the role of free trade unions in 
a free society and no recognition 
of the contribution of the American 
labor movement to the performance 
of America’s enterprise system in 
attaining the standard of living our 
country enjoys,” Meany com- 
mented. 

The NAM “conditions” which 
labor would have to meet as the 
basis for industrial peace, Meany 
added, indicate “there is no 
present disposition on the part of 
the NAM to desist in its cam- 
paign to weaken and eventually 
destroy the trade union move- 
ment by the enactment of so- 
called ‘right-to-work’ laws aimed 
at the destruction of union secu- 


rity.” 


The NAM’s concern for the 
rights and welfare of American 
workers, Meany noted, does not 
jive with the record. 

A quick look, he said, shows 
NAM opposition to the Eight-Hour 
Bill in 1903 and a continued un- 
broken record of opposition to de- 


New Deal era when it opposed the 
|Fair Labor Standards Act, the 
Walsh-Healey Public Contract Act, 
child labor legislation, the Social 
Security Act, the Railroad Retire- 
ment Act, the Emergency Work 
Relief Act, the Securities & Ex- 
change Act, the Banking Act of 


visions,” should be “increased 
promptly.” 

® Social security. The “least Con- 
gress should do” is complete action 
on the House-approved bill to pro- 
vide benefits to “disabled workers at 
the age of 50” and “reduce the re- 
tirement age for women” below the 
present 65-year standard. 

© Immigration. “Liberalization” 
of the McCarran-Walter Law should 
be “promptly effected.” “Restric- 
tive provisions” of the Refugee Re- 
lief Act “should be removed” to 


who are covered by special pro- 


allow admittance of the full quotas. 


‘Seek Industry Peace, ’ 
Meany Urges NAM | 


1935, the Public Utility Holding 
Act and legislation designed to aid 
the farmer. 

The NAM, he continued, au- 
thored the open shop campaign, the 
notorious “American Plan” and 
finally in 1947 gave strong support 
to the Taft-Hartley Act. 

Meany concluded that the AFL- 
CIO is a bulwark in our free so- 
ciety in its world struggle against 
communism. “To weaken and un- 
dermine trade unions as_institu- 
tions of the laboring people nur- 
tured in freedom, is to open the 
floodgates of subversion and pene- 
tration of our industrial society by 
alien ideologies and eventually to 
expose to capture the foundations 
of free society itself.” 

To achieve positive and construc- 
tive union-management coopera- 
tion, he added, means building a 
bridge of mutual confidence and 
understanding to maintain a two- 
way traffic of ideas. “American 
labor is ready to accept the chal- 
lenge of our time. . . . I hope that 
American manageme€nt is able to 
do it,” he said. 


Steelworkers 
‘Buttonhole’ — 
Congressmen 


Forty-nine members of the Steel- 
workers from all over the country 
have just spent a week buttonholing 
members of Congress during their 
fifth annual legislative institute. 

They met daily at 8 a. m. for 
breakfast and workshop sessions, 
quit at 10 a. m. for trips to the 
Capitol and meetings with senators 
and representatives, and returned 
for dinner in the evening to hear 
addresses and continue their dis- 
cussions. 


Speakers at the dinner meetings 
included USWA Pres. David J. Mc- 
Donald, Sen. Wayne P. Morse (D- 
Ore.), Sen. Warren G. Magnuson 
(D-Wash.) and representatives of 
defense agencies. 

McDonald announced the addi- 
tion of Harold Edwards of Kansas 
City, Mo., to the Washington office 
of the union’s Legislative Dept. 


cent labor legislation through the | 


in Washington. 


Here William-Coleman (left) and Homer Bussa 
(right) of District 23, in West Virginia, confer with Rep. Robert H. 
Mollohan (D- W. Va.). AFL-CIO state bodies have endorsed Mol- 
lohan’s candidacy for Democratic gubernatorial nomination. 


a 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany. 
Gavin and R. J. Thomas. 


PRES. RUSSELL J. TAYLOR of United Shoe Workers discusses 
-union’s demand for minimum wage hearings with assistants to 


From left, Taylor, Peter J. Mc. 


Standing, Bert Seidman, AFL-CIO Re. 


search Dept., who aided in preparation of union’s brief. 


Shoe Union 


Demands 


Learner Pay Hearing 


Pres. Russell J. Taylor of the United Shoe Workers of America 
demanded public hearings on proposed minimum wage rates for 
learners in the shoe industry, charging the Wage-Hour Administra 


tor’s actions to date have been “‘pro- 
cedurally shameful and substantive- 
ly anti-labor.” 

In a formal brief filed with the 
Wage-Hour Division of the Labor 
Dept., Taylor registered the union’s 
opposition to the proposed 80-90, 
cent subminimum wage for learners. 

Taylor’s brief bitterly condemned 
Administrator Newell Brown, say- 
ing his proposals “violate” the sta- 
tutory standard of the minimum 
wage law and “fly in the teeth of 
the intent of Congress.” 

Taylor noted that the proposed 
subminimum rates would encourage 
runaway plants and he lashed at 
Brown on this point. - Noting that 
Brown was a former New Hamp- 
shire official, Taylor said: 


Condemns Brown 


“It is indeed surprising to find a 
New Hampshire public servant in 
the labor field setting subminimum 
rates without considering this fac- 
tor after New England’s bitter ex- 
perience with runaway shoe plants. 
Learner rates simply add one more 
incentive to this already well-es- 
tablished practice of the shoe indus- 
try with all its tragic consequences 
to the skilled workers left behind.” 

Taylor noted that if every work- 
er in the shoe industry were to be 
paid the now federal minimum 


wage of $1 an hour, which goes}, 


into effect Mar. 1, the cost to the 
shoe industry “would be between 
one-half and one cent per pair of 
shoes.” 

Taylor contended in an economic 
analysis, which accompanied his 
brief, that the industry’s profit pic- 
ture made the learner rates un- 


Stetceteh eens alee 


CONSULTATIONS with members of Congress kept 49 members 
of the Steelworkers busy during their week-long legislative institute 


necessary and that the relationship 
of present learner rates or of exist: 
ing rates to the Brown proposals 
did not support the Administrator's 
arguments. 


Exactly Backwards 


The United Shoe Workers’ presi: 
dent noted that Brown’s proposals 
were exactly the same as those pro 
posed by the National Shoe Man 
facturers Association. 

Taylor concluded: 

“In effect, all that the Wage and 
Hour Division has done is to take 
the rates proposed by the National 
Shoe Manufacturers Association 
and put them in the Federal Reg. 
ister as the division’s proposal. The 
union is now supposed to prove 
these rates are wrong. 

“But this is exactly backwards. 
It is up to the Wage and Hour 
Division or the manufacturers to 
sustain the burden of proof that 
these rates are right—i.e., that they 
are necessary to prevent curtail 
ment of opportunities of employ- 
ment. 

“When the union asked for the 
figures which the division believed 
would sustain these rates, we were 
turned down. We are now in the 
position of playing blind man’s buff 
in having to refute facts and figures 
we have never seen.” 


Senate to Quiz 
Texas Co. on 


Stock Order 


The Senate Monopoly Sub- 
committee will investigate the 
Texas Co.’s denial of its em- 
ployes’ right to own stock or 
other holdings in any other oil 
firm “which might come in 
conflict” with its own interests, 
Chairman Joseph C. O’Ma- 
honey (D-Wyo.) announced. 

O’Mahoney acted at the re- 
quest of Pres. O. A. Knight of 
the Oil, Gas & Atomic Work- 
ers, who had asked for an in- 
vestigation of “this most un- 
American concept” which he 
branded an attack on free en- 
terprise. O’Mahoney said the 
order, posted at the company’s 
Port Arthur, Tex., plant last 
month, “violated the economic 
independence of the workers.” 

OCAW Local 4-23 an 
nounced it will strike if the 
order is.enforced by the dis- 
charge of a worker. O’Ma- 
honey expects to ask the com- 
pany for a list of oil and gas 
holdings of its officers and 
directors to determine if the 
order applies to management 
as well as employes. 
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Drive to End | 


Long Strike at 


e h 

Westinghouse 
Pittsburgh — Full-scale negotia- 

tions have been resumed in an in- 


- tensive drive to end‘ the 97-day | : 


strike of Electrical, Radio & Ma- 
chine Workers against the Westing- 


house Electric Corp. at two-score | : 
_ plants across the nation. 

The entire bargaining teams ‘of | 
both sides were at the conference | : 
table once more-after'a period dur- | : 


ing which Federal Mediator John R. 
Murray scheduled sessions only 
with IUE Pres. James B. Carey and 
Robert D. Blazier, a Westinghouse 
vice president. | - 


i News Blackout 


Despite a news blackout imposed 
at the - insistence of negotiators, 
there were signs that some progress 
was being made and that the lengthy 
dispute might soon be resolved. 


Westinghouse Pres. "Gwilym A. 


_ Price has been ordered to appear in 


Superior Court in Trenton, N. J., 
Jan. 30, before Judge C. Thomas 
Schettino. The order .was issued 
over the objections of company at- 
torneys that Price had taken no part 
in negotiations. : 

Judge Schettino moved after]; 


Westinghouse lawyers asked for an | - 


injunction banning pickets at the 
Trenton plant. He had issued an 
order earlier but canceled it®Dec 
22 when he ruled that the firm’ had 
not acted in good faith. 


VU. S. Won't Intervene 


The strike which involves 55,000 
workers has not reached the stage 
of a national emergency, Labor Sec. 
Mitchell told a press conference. 
He said neither the Defense Dept. 
nor the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion have given any indication that 


the walkout is “harmful” to their 


purchasing programs. 

Mitchell ruled out any possibility 
of federal intervention in the strike, 
saying the “full resources” of the 
Federal Mediation & Conciliation 
Service will continue to be used and 
“short of a national emergency, that 
is the extent to which the govern- 
ment will go.” 


8 Unions End 
Detroit Strike 
With Pay Hike 


Detroit—— The presses of the 
city’s three daily papers, strike- 
bound since Dec. 1, are rolling 
again after agreement was reached 
with the last of eight unions in- 
volved. 

A two-year pact signed with the 
Teamsters cleared the way for re- 
sumption of publication by the 
Free Press, Times and News. 
The contract calls for an immedi- 
ate $3.75 weekly ‘pay increase with 
another $2.75 weekly due on Nov. 
16. In addition the publishers will 
put 25 cents a week per worker 
into a fund which may be used for 
pensions. 

The Free Press unit of the 
Newspaper Guild won increases 
ranging from $2.75 to $4.75 
weekly.. Photoengravers employed 
On all three papers will get a $3.75 
weekly pay boost at once and an 
additional $2.75 a week a year 
from now. This was the same in- 
Crease negotiated earlier by the 
Stereotypers, mailers and printers. 

About 4,500 workers were in- 
volved in the strike which started 
with a walkout of the stereotypers. 
Members of the other unions de- 
Clined to, cross the picket ‘lines. 
Later the mailers and printers 
joined the walkout. These three 
were the only unions officially on 
strike. 


CONGRATULATIONS ARE' IN ORDER from Peter T. Schoe- 


mann (left), international president of the Plumbers’ 


union, to Allan 


Grasskamp, president of UAW Local 833, for “the valiant fight your 
members are putting up against this feudal plumbing firm,” Kohler 


Co. of Sheboygan, Wis., 


for 22 months. 


With them are George 


Haberman, president of ‘the Wisconsin State Federation of Labor, 
and Don Rand, international} UAW a in charge of the 


Kohler strike. 


Labor Demands F unds 
Shun ‘Scab’ Produets 


Milwaukee—Organized labor in Milwaukee and Wisconsin, un- 
easy over the use of scab-made products by some agencies bene- 
fitting from worker-supported community chest and united hospital 


campaigns, is studying a policy® 


statement aimed at clarifying the 
issue. 


" The problem was raised here by 
an outburst of labor resentment 
against the-use of the Kohler Co.’s 


; | plumbing fixtures in a new YMCA 


building under construction here. 

The YMCA receives money from 
the Community Chest, which has 
had strong. labor support. Auto 
Workers Local 833. has been en- 
gaged in a long and bitter strike 
against the Kohler firm, at Kohler, 
Wis., and has had equally strong 
and united labor support. 


Consider Policy : 


In the wake of a warning from 
the State CIO Council that it would 
ask its affiliates not to support unit- 
ed fund campaigns if the benefici- 
aries use the workers’ money to buy 
scab-made products, a joint AFL- 
CIO committee was appointed to 
consider a policy proposed by Dir. 
Leo A. Perlis of the AFL-CIO Com- 
munity Services Committee and 
brought to Milwaukee by Jack 
Pierce, CSC staff member. 

The three-part proposal calls for 
the following stand: 


1—No agéncy which knowingly 
buys strikebound products wants 
the support of organized labor. 

2—All agencies should not be 
penalized because one agency buys 
strikebound products. 

3—In cases where an agency 
buys strikebound products, workers 
should earmark their gifts, restrict- 
ing them to those agencies which 
want the support of organized la- 
bor. 

Blame Kohler Strike 


The blame for the situation was 
pinned squarely on the 22-month- 
long Kohler strike in a joint state- 
ment signed by Pres. George Haber- 
man of the State Federation of La- 
bor and Sec. J. F. Friedrich of the 
Milwaukee Federated Trades Coun- 
cil. 

They described the walkout as 
the cause of a “corrosive influence 
creeping into our community and 
threatening the generally harmoni- 
ous relationship existing here not 
only between management and la- 
bor, but between labor and the 
community at large.” 

“This malevolent spirit emanates 
out of the arrogant, atavistic atti- 
| tude of the Kohler Co. toward any 
itype of free labor organization,” 
they declared. 

. The statement traced the com- 
pany’s history from the bloody 
strike in 1934 to the present. It 
attributed the firm’s attitude to “an- 
cient social concepts.” 


“Tt is evident that the mental at- 
titude of the Kohler management is 
one of relentless war against labor 
unions,” it continued, “and so the 
strike against Kohler is not an ordi- 
nary strike. 


Strike for Rights 

“It is a strike for the right of la- 
bor to organize and bargain collec- 
tively. It is a strike for a principle 
which arouses the moral conscience 
of people and affects their emotions. 

“In such a strike, the organized 
labor movement cannot accept a 
plea of neutrality by those who pa- 
tronize Kohler. We can view such 
patronage only as.a means of aid- 
ing and abetting the war of the 
Kohler Co. against organized la- 
bor.” 

Haberman and Friederich ~ re- 
called that workers throughout the 
country “have participated whole- 
heartedly” in community chest 
drives, and “do not want this con- 
dition disturbed.” 

“But we cannot view support of 
the Kohler Co., and therefore sup- 
port of the whole Kohlerian con- 
cept, by the patronage of these in- 
stitutions,” they continued, “in any 
other light than that of an unfriend- 
ly act toward organized labor.” 

They expressed the hope of main- 
taining harmonious community re- 
lationships and restoring them 
where they have been disturbed 
“through mutual understanding and 
respect.” 


Quill Blasts. 
Rail Layoffs 


New York — Pres. Michael J. 
Quill of the Transport Workers 
charged the Pennsylvania Railroad 
was trying to meet the cost of the 
recent 1842-cent package increase 
by laying off: workers. 

He demanded a meeting as soon 
as possible with the road’s head, 
J. M. Symes, asserting TWU mem- 
bers “are “not economic cannibals 
who are willing to sacrifice their 


fellow workers’ jobs to pay for the | 


higher wages and other contract 
benefits recently negotiated.” 

Quill added that the railroad’s 
action “is not in the best interests 
of the employes or the riding pub- 
lic. Maintenance of equipment, 
production of new equipment and 
handling of new business make it 
wise for your company to maintain 
the present force of employes to in- 
sure the safe operation of the Frajl- 
road.” 


(Continued from Page 1) . 
meeting union demands for im- 
provements in wages and a work 
standards clause. 

Officials of the. ACWA and IUE 
have demanded that District Attor- 
ney H. P. Carter of Lowndes Coun- 
ty move swiftly to indict and bring 
Miller to trial on a charge Of assault 
with intent to murder. 

Blair’s wife and daughter, Joyce, 
19, came from their home in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., to be close to his hos- 
pital bed. : 

Feeling ran high.in this city of 
25,000 after the ruthless assault. 

Pickets said that «Miller had 
crashed his car through their line, 
narrowly missing several of them, 
while bringing his wife to her work 
in the struck plant. He attempted 
the same thing when driving out of 
the plant but found his path blocked 
by a station wagon. 


Pickets Keep Peace 
from his machine wielding the rifle 


yards distant. Most of the pickets 
ducked for cover when they saw the 
rifle but Blair was apparently un- 
‘aware of his peril. -Miller’s car was 
stoned a moment later as he jumped 
back into the machine and drove 
off despite efforts of a deputy sheriff 
to arrest him. He fled to his home 
in Ethelsville, Ala., less than 20 
miles from Columbus, where he was 
later taken into custody. 


No violence was reported by 
pickets but three scabs were ar- 
rested for using their autos as dan- 
gerous weapons in trying to run 
down strikers. __ 

Blair had gone to the picket line 
to assist the IUE members, many of 
whom he knew as former workers 
at the Seminole Mfg. Co., an 
ACWA-organized plant here. A 
member of the union’s staff since 
1933, he had been active in organ- 
izing drives in the South and be- 
came director four years ago. 


Blanket Injunction 


Chancellor R. P. Suggs issued a 
blanket injunction against any fur- 
ther picketing at the plant, going 
far beyond even the severe restric- 
‘tions of Mississippi’s restrictive 
right-to-scab law. The company 
was represented at the hearing by 
Attorney William G. Burgin, who 
is also a state senator from this 
district. 

More than 600 strikers attended 
a mass meeting the next day and 
voted to continue negotiations for a 
better contract but insisted that they 
must be conducted away from com- 
pany property in order to respect 
their nonexistent picket line. 

Representatives of the building 
trades in the city addressed the 
meeting and assured the strikers 


They said that Miller then jumped | * 


and fired at Blair, who was about’20 }. 


Organizer Shot During 
‘Picket Line 


Flareup 


that work on an addition to the 
plant had been halted out ‘of con- 
sideration for the IUE’s “invisible 
picket line.” 

The strikers said they would re- 


ED BLAIR 
Shot on picket line 4. 


spect the injunction but will move’ 
quickly to get it dissolved. 


Dockers Eye 
New Election 


New York—Stepping. up its cam- 
paign for a new representation elec- 
tion in New York harbor, the 
Brotherhood of Longshoremen an- 
nounced a three-part program on 
which it will fight to wipe out “the 
short change contracts, deals and 
arrangements” of the unaffiliated 
ILA. 

The IBL said it is “hitting at the 
core of the problems besetting the 
men” in stressing the need for eco- 
nomic improvements and _ internal 
democratic procedures. The AFL- 
CIO dock union calls for an eight- 
hour day, paid holidays, seniority in 
hiring and job security, a genuine 
safety program, improved fringe 
benefits and more equitable admin- 
istration of welfare benefits.” 


Machinists Accept 
Yale & Towne Pact 


Philadelphia—A 17-cent package 
increase for 1,900 employes of the 
Yale & Towne Mfg. Co. has been 
accepted by members of Machin- 
ists’ Local 1717. 

The 20-month contract calls for 
a 9-cent hourly wage boost. 


Cheyfitz Quits Teamsters 


Edward T. Cheyfitz, public rela- 
tions director of the Teamsters, has 
resigned effective Feb. 1 to return 
to his industrial relations and law 


practice. 


Jersey City, N. J. 


plan in the near future. 


‘Chemical Unions Win 
Layoff Severance 


-Kansas City, Kan.—Coordinated negotiations by the Chemical 
Workers and the Oil, Chemical & Atomic unions brought a two- 
year contract with Colgate-Palmolive Co. featured by a layoff 
severance plan, the first of its kind im the chemical industry. 

The pact covers members of the ICWU at Jeffersonville, Ind., 
‘and the OCAW here as well as members of an unaffiliated union in 


Beside the layoff plan, the unions won an immediate 9-cent 
wage increase with another 7 cents next year, Christmas Eve as 
a ninth paid holiday, raised shift differentials and improved vaca- 
tion schedules. The company also ve to improve the pension 


The layoff plan provides benefits Ln one week’s regular pay for 
each year of service for workers employed 24 months out of the 
30 months immediately preceding the layoff. 

Benefit payments will supplement unemployment compensation. 
The difference from most guaranteed employment plans, how- 
ever, is that eligible employes will get the full amount to which 
they are entitled under the benefit formula at the time of layoff. 
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Ike Offers °57 Budget, 


Sees No Tax Cut Now 


(Continued from Page 1) 

optimism about continued 
business.expansion was reflected in 
an estimate that individual income 
tax receipts will jump $1.5 billion 
next year with no change in tax 
rates, but that he estimated corpo- 
ration tax revenues at the same level 
as in 1956. If individual income 
and spending rise, they suggest, so 
will corporation profits — and tax 


‘payments. 


Eisenhower, ruling out any early 
general tax cuts, said cuts- were 
“justifidble only when (they) will 
not unbalance the budget.” Hg said, 
however, that his own 1954 tax cut 


Ike’s Budget 
Hit on Defense, 
Welfare Plans 


Comment on Pres. Eisenhower's 
1957 budget message, predicting a 
small surplus, generally followed 
party lines, but some nonpartisan 
observers charged that defense was 
being “neglected” and that human 
and economic welfare programs 
were still shortchanged. 

Republicans, praised the “bal- 
anced” budget concept, although a 
few still have hopes for an election- 
year tax cut before Congress ad- 
journs. 

The President has finally recog- 
nized that the federal government 
must increase spending for national 
health and for school construction, 
Democrats said, but they criticized 
his refusal to support any broad 
health insurance plan, “adequate” 
sums for hospitals and public hous- 
ing and improved social security 
programs. 


‘Milking’ Operation 

They pointed out that, for the 
fourth year, the President declined 
to recommend any new multiple- 
purpose federal dams for river val- 
ley development. 

Senators Estes Kefauver (D- 
Tenn.) and Lister Hill (D-Ala.) 
hotly charged that Eisenhower was 
performing a combined “bleeding” 
and “milking” operation on the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. This 
Was accomplished through recom- 
mending a speedup in TVA repay- 
ments of federal construction loans 
and a slash in proposed future ad- 
vances, they said. 

Both nonpartisan spokesmen ae 
Democrats asserted that defense 
cuts of the past, now being some- 
what “corrected,” had been dic- 
tated by budgetary considerations 
and were dangerous to security. 

They said the real reversal in 
Eisenhower programs arose in re- 
gard to new authorizations for long- 
range expenditures rather than 
yearly cash outlays. 


Ike Asks ‘Refil? 


The Presidént recommended an 
increase of $1 billion in defense 
spending over 1956, they pointed 
out, but proposed a “far greater 
increase” from the 1955 authoriza- 
tions. 

Actual authorizations for de- 
fense, atomic energy, and foreign 
aid in 1955 were only $36 billion, 
whereas for 1957 the President 
asked new authorizations totaling 
$42 billion. 

In foreign aid alone, they said, 
Hum- 
phrey “held down” authorizations 
to $2.8 billion in 1955 and an esti- 
mated $2.7 billion in 1956, wlsereas 
Eisenhower asked $4.9 billion for 
1957. 

“What Humphrey and his budget- 
balancers have done,” they com- 
plained, was to “empty the pipé- 
lines for long-range programs of 
defense and mutual security, and 
now Eisenhower is belatedly asking 
Congress to fill the pipelines again.” 


‘from the Bill of Rights 


| of $7.4 billion, which is been crit- 
icized as going primarily to corpo- 
rations and corporation stockhold- 
ers, was “historic” and “advisable 
during the transition to a peacetime 
economy then taking place.” 


_ Ambition—Come True’ 

Treasury Sec. George M. Hum- 
phrey, manifestly pleased with the 
estimated budget balances, called 
them an “ambition . . . come true.” 

Defense spending for 1957 was 
estimated by Eisenhower at $35.5 
billion, an increase of nearly $1 bil- 
lion over current expenditures. 

In the school construction field, 
the President asked for $150 mil- 
lion for fiscal 1957, a jump from 
zero in fiscal 1956, plus authoriza- 
tion for later expenditures of an 
additional $226 million for schools. 

He recommended $120 million 
for the National Institutes,of Health, 
largely for expanded medical re- 
research, an increase of $24 million 
over 1956 estimates and $41 mil- 
lion more than was spent in 1955. 

He- did not renew his previously 
suggested program of federal “lim- 
ited” reinsurance of private com- 
panies offering health insurance pol- 
icies. Welfare Sec. Marion B. Fol- 
som, he told Congress, is now dis- 
cussing this and other plans with 
the insurance firms. 


Labor Dept. Boosted 


The Labor Dept. for the second 
successive year fared pretty well in 
the budget proposals. Eisenhower 
recommended expenditures of $492 
million in 1957 as against estimated 
spending of $459 million in 1956 
and actual 1955 spending of $394 
million. ~ 

The President apparently expects 
his new farm program, including 
about $1 billion a year in payments 
to farmers for taking land out of 
production, to finance itself by de- 
creasing surplus crops the govern- 
ment otherwise would be nomeniied 
to buy. 

He estimated 1957 farm price 
supports as costing $1.6 billion net, 
a decrease of $500 million from 
fiscal 1956 and’a drop of $1.6 bil- 
lion from actual 1955 spending. 


‘Wreck Law’ 
Beaten Down 
In Alaska 


Fairbanks, Alaska—Two efforts 
to insert mislabeled “right-to-work” 
clauses in a new proposed Alaska 
constitution have been — beaten 
down. 


The convention, meeting at Col- 
lege, five miles north of this city, 
is scheduled to complete work Feb. 
6 on a proposed constitution, which 
must thereafter be approved by the 
voters, to prepare the territory for 
future statehood. 

In the Bill of Rights section a 

proposal was submitted to prohibit 
“abridgement” of any person’s 
“choice of vocation” because of 
sex, color, creed or membership 
and non-membership in _ social, 
fraternal or labor organizations. 
_.The . Fairbanks Central Labor 
Council appointed a three-member 
committee to inform convention 
delegates of the true significance of 
the clause, and the reference to 
labor organizations was stricken 
tion. 

A second attempt to attach a 

“right-to-wotk’ rider to the Bill of 
Rights was beaten on the floor by 
a 47 to 4 vote. : 

Members of the Fairbanks Labor 
Council committee were Joel Wie- 
gert, Building Trades Department 
president, as chairman; Robert 
Dixon, Teamsters; Jerald Finley, 
Brotherhood of. Electrical Workers. 


Ike’s Welfare 
Plans Dodge 
Actual Needs 


Evidence of the Administration’s 
“much publicized dynamic progres- 
sivism” may be sought in vain in 
scattered references to social se- 
curity and welfare in Pres. Eisen- 
hower’s program, Dir. Nelson H. 
Cruikshank of the AFL-CIO Dept. 
of Social Security, declared. 

“There are scattered references 
to unemployment compensation,” 
he explained. “The State of the 
Union message includes in the list- 
ing of accomplishments the fact 
that the protection of this program 
has been extended to four atiiee 
additional persons. 

“The significant thing is that this 
extension resulted from action by 
the federal government—not by the 
states. Yet the Administration per- 
sists in relying on state action to 
meet the admitted deficiencies of 
this program in the area of benefit 
levels and unjustified and harsh dis- 
qualification provisions. 

“The silence of the message is 
most eloquent with respect to the 
most urgent issue now before the 
Congress: namely, the proposal to 
pay benefits to workers who are 
forced to retire before age 65 be- 
cause of total physical disability. ... 

“The most disappointing note in 
the whole message is found in the 
reference to the ‘needs’ of social 
security. With the exception of a 
reference to extended coverage the 
needs listed are those of the pro- 
gram—not the needs of the people 
for whom it is designed. . . .” 


|Richfield Oil 


Must Bargain 
On Stock Plan 


The U. S. Court of Appeais has 
ruled that the Richfield Oil Corp. 
must bargain with the Oil, Chemi- 
cal and Atomic Workers on stock 
purchase plans. 


The decision upheld a National 
Labor Relations Board ruling which 
charged Richfield with failure to 
bargain on its stock plan after it 
was instituted without the union’s 
consent. The union sought to 
amend the plan. The company 
contended it was not a matter for 
negotiation. 

Richfield’s plan, effective July 1, 
1953, permitted employes with 
more than one year’s service ‘to in- 
vest a portion of their pay, with 
matching contributions by the firm, 
toward purchase of stock in the 
company. 


The opinion noted that continued 
uninterrupted service meant a sub- 
stantial percentage of profit to 


| workers from the company’s net 


earnings. 

“If that is not tantamount to a 
wage incentive program for unin- 
terrupted service,” the opinion con- 
tinued, it should at least cause em- 
ployes involved some concern as to 
what would happen in the event of 
a strike. It added: “The ee is 
silent on that point.” 

The union sought an amendment 
to make it clear that the plan’s 
benefits would not be impaired 


solely because of a strike or lockout. 


Hotel Union 


NLRB: Action 


Miami Beach, Fla.— A _ federal 


court has been asked by the Hotel . 


and Restaurant Employes to com- 
pel the National Labor Relations 
Board to take jurisdiction in the 


ries of this resort. 

In addition, these were other fast- 
breaking developments in the long 
strike:, 

* A contempt citation has been 
issued against the ultra-swank Fon- 
tainebleau Hotel for refusing to bar- 
gain in good faith. 

@ Plans are being made for the 
“biggest labor rally in Florida his- 
tory” to protest restrictive injunc- 
tions issued in the strike. 

@ Three television networks have 
agreed to cancel broadcasts sched- 
uled to originate in struck hotels. 


Goes.to Court 

Local 255 went into court with 
a complaint against the NLRB 
which has three times turned down 
a demand that it hold representation 
elections at 167 hotels on the sea- 
side strip. 

Intervention of the board is es- 
sential, the union said, because al- 
though Florida law requires an em- 
ployer to bargain with a union rep- 
resenting a majority of workers, the 
law says nothing about how a union 
may prove its majority. Neither 
Gov. Collins nor any other state 
official will move to clarify the am- 
biguous ruling. 

The Fontainebleau, among the 
newest and most palatial of the 
hotels on the beach, and its owner, 
Ben Novak, have been cited for 


William A. Herin’s order to bar- 
gain in good faith. 


to sign “yellow dog” contracts. Six 
hours after a strike was called, aa 
injunction banned picketing but 
the hotel was directed to bargain. 
Efforts to negotiate have been un- 
successful, the union declared. 
Plan Big Rally 

The Dade County Central Labor 
Union is planning labor’s biggest 
rally in the state’s history in the 
wake of an contempt charge for 
threatening a picket line in front of 


originate. 

Three TV networks, National, 
Columbia and American Broadcast- 
ing companies, agreed not to sched- 
ule any more programs from struck 
hotels in the wake of protests and 
against a threat of picketing here, 
New York City and outlets in 15 
cities. Negotiations in New York 
were handled by Pres. David Siegal 
of Local 1, Hotel & Restaurant Em- 
ployes, and Pres. Richard Walsh of 


the Theatrical Stage Employes. 


HOTEL WORKERS UNION picketing NBC headquarters in ticiiyecod, New York and other cities 
brought quick agreement from company executives not to broadcast or televise shows from Miami 
Beach hotels where strikes are in progress. Picture shows local workers marching in front of NBC 
Hollywood headquarters as protest against Steve Allen show originating from Saxony Hotel in Miami 
Beach where hotel and restaurant workers are on sfrike. — 


Moves to Force 


long strike against the plushy hostel-_ 


contempt of Circuit Court Judge ‘ 


The hotel tried to get its employes 


the struck Saxony Hotel where the. 
Steve Allen television show was to | 
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LRB Hears 
e 

of Life on 

: e e e ee 
: (Mississippi 

By Eugene A. Kelley 

The Battle of Peddie’s Landing 

will go down in the history of the 
Mississippi along with the sagas of 
Mark Twain and all those who have 
told the stories of. river boatmen 
before and since. ~ . 


Details of the brief, pre-dawn 
irmish won’t be found in the his- 


those hectic.events are to be found 


in—of all unlikely places—the rec-|% 

ord of a trial examiner for the Na-|® EEE 

TYPICAL INLAND WATERWAY SCENE is a powerful motor vessel and string of barges moving cargoes from one port to an- 

other swiftly and economically. The crews who man the inland fleet are getting the union message through the Rivers Joint Organ- 
izing Committee made up of Maritime Union, Marine Engineers and Masters, Mates & Pilots. 


ional Labor Relations Board. 


Saga of River 

NLRB files are not often a fertile 
source for exciting reading, but 
neither was the matter brought be- 
ore Trial Examiner Thomas S. 
Wilson, in his own words, “the 
usual unfair labor practice case.” 
The participants in the battle 
were adherents of the Rivers Joint 
Organizing Committee and _ the 
owners and employes of the J. W. 


* @ Banta Towing Co. and the Plaque- 
© Bmine Towing Corp. RJOC is made 
n Bup of the Maritime Union, the 
t BMasters, Mates and Pilots and the 
e 

< 

e 

e 

r 
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WOUNDED ORGANIZER 
Gordon Knapp pictured in his 
hospital bed recovering from 
wound in Peddie’s Landing battle. 


Marine Engineers and for two years 
has been organizing the river boat- 
men who ply the U. S. inland water- 
ways from the Gulf to the Great 
Lakes. 

The two towing outfits have their 
offices in Plaquemine, La., which 
only coincidentally is close by the 
haven of river pirates and buc- 
caneers of another era. The J. W. 
Banta firm owns the motor vessel 
Kishwaukee, whose builders cer- 
tainly never designed her as a wat- 
ship although in this role she cap- 
tured the rapt concern of the Coast 
Guard. 

On the morning of Nov. 3, 1954, 
the Kishwaukee under Captain Bur- 
ton Banta, brother of Captain J. W. 
Banta, tied up at Peddie’g Landing, 
a mooring place in the Mississippi 
often used by river craft. 

Located outside Cairo, Ill., the 
landing has three moorings about 
1,000 feet apart, known as the 
Lower, Middle and Upper Fleets, 
counting respectively from down- 
stream. 


Didn’t Want Union — 

Captain J. W. had heard about 
the RJOC and what he heard he 
didn’t like. According to uncon- 
tradicted testimony before the trial 
txaminer, he had queried some of 
the Kishwaukee’s crew several 
Weeks before about their union 
leanings. He made his own feel- 
ings plain by advising that any 
ttewman caught talking with a un- 
‘on organizer would be fired forth- 
With because he didn’t want “any 

union on his boats.” 

His views were shared by Cap- 
tain Burt, who went ashore at Ped- 
die’s Landing that morning in No- 


eee NZ ee 


tory books. Instead, the recital of |; 


Plaquemine for further ttens re- 
garding their tow. As he phoned 
he saw a former crewman and three 
men he did not know going toward 
the Kishwaukee. 

Captain Burt hastily advised his 
brother “there was going to be trou- 
ble” and hung up. To insure that 
his prophecy came true, he hurried 
back to his ship. 


The Union Was ‘In’ 
What he could not know was 


that individually and only by mail, 


seven of the nine crew members of 
the Kishwaukee, had joined the 
RJOC and a rendezvous had been 
arranged with its representatives at 
Peddie’s Landing. The men were 
Gordon Knapp of the NMU, John 
Simpson, his assistant, and one 
Martzlufft of the Marine Engineers. 
With them was Curly O’Laughlin, 
one-time chief engineer of the Kish- 
waukee. 

The union representatives and 
the crewmen were gathered in the 
galley over coffee, peacefully dis- 
cussing the crew’s problems when 
Captain Burt entered. Told his 
visitors were organizing the boat, 
the skipper responded “The hell you 
are” and ordered them off. Just at 
that time O’Laughlin entered the 
galley and also was ordered off by 
Captain Burt, prodded by obscene 
language and a rap on the head 


‘with a flashlight. 


Captain Burt was later to admit 
the assault but deny even that he 
had a flashlight. The trial exam- 
iner, however, took small stock in 
the denial, noting that Banta had 
crossed from boat to boat. and this 
would have been “a hazardous 
stunt” in unrelieved darkness. He 
also noted Captain Burt “had a 
propensity for the use of such 
dangerous weapons... .” 


It Was a Lively Time 


It continued to be. a_ lively time. 
Knapp left Simpson to keep an 
eye on the captain while he and the 
crew discussed the union. When 
Simpson’s attention wandered, the 
captain seized a meat cleaver. He 
had no -trouble in making his way 
to the pilot house, visitors and crew 
alike according him a respectful 
distance. The shotgun he hoped to 
find there, however, had been un- 
loaded and the shells hidden a 
short time before. 

Finally, visitors and his crew 
went ashore and the captain, un- 
able to raise the marine operator on 
the phone in the pilot house, tired 
of his isolation and attempted to 
turn the Kishwaukee loose from her 
moorings alone. Knapp reminded 
‘him of the Coast Guard regulations 
and, inevitably, another argument 
ensued. 

Talk soon gave way again to ac- 
tion and Knapp found himself be- 
ing chased round and round on the 
‘barge decks by an enraged captain 
brandishing a 15-inch butcher knife. 
Failing to overtake Knapp, the cap- 


Yember to phone his brother in 


tain hurled what the record called 


Towboat Strike 
Still Going Strong 


The strike against the boats 
owned by the Banta com- 
panies continues by the Rivers 
Joint Organizing Committee. 
Cooperation from other un- 
ions along the waterways has 
been of great aid in harassing 
the stubborn anti-union own< 
ers of the towboats. 

Meanwhile, warrants charg- 
ing assault with intent to kill 
against Captain Burton Banta, 
Captain J. W. Banta and three 
other employes of the firms 
are outstanding, waiting to be 
served if they come within 
i Illinois jurisdiction. 


of the record, “this is not the usual 
toothpick but an iron bar about 
18 or 24 inches long and % to an 
inch and a half thick, used to 
tighten or loosen ratchets.” 

Fortunately for Knapp, the cap- 
tain’s aim was bad. He missed. 

Dawn and the Coast Guard ar- 
rived about the same time. The 
Coast Guard commander found 
himself arguing with Captain Burt 
who was determined to take the 
Kishwaukee out alone despite the 
regulations and a reminder that a 
$10,000 fine, imprisonment, or both 
faced him if he did. Whatever the 
deterrent, the captain decided to 
leave the Kishwaukee tied to her 
mooring. 


Recruits Small ‘Army’ 

Meanwhile, back in Louisiana, 
Captain J. W. got the news from 
Illinois and began recruiting a res- 
cue party. He lined up three of 
his brothers, three nephews and a 
son, all of whom were armed with 
fevolvers. For reserves he signed 
up a couple of deckhands. Some 
of the “army” was sped on its way 
by train, the rest piled into a 
Cadillac, taking with them a sawed- 
off 12-gauge shotgun. ~ 

The automobile party arrived 
first and bolstered by Cairo police 
untied the Kishwaukee and took 
her across the river to Wickliffe, 
Ky. There they bided their time 
until reinforcements arrived and 
another boat, the George W. Banta, 
came upriver with her tow of four 
barges. 

Early on the morning of Nov. 6, 
Captain J. W. issued his battle or- 
ders, instructing his men they were 
not to “shoot to kill” but were to 
aim for arms and legs. At 6 a. m. 
the little armada approached the 
Middle Fleet where the barges re- 
mained tied up. The Kishwau- 
kee’s rigging still was piled up on 
the deck of one barge, where it 
had been dumped in the rush to 
cast off. 

Once within hailing distance the 
parties challenged each other. Cap- 


| captains. 


a “toothpick.” In the sober words ve 


nion River Saga Tops Best of Twain 


tain J. W. promised that. if the un- 
ion people did not get off the barges 
he would be “compelled to shoot 
you off.” When the union forces 
made no move to desert, Captain 
Burt, always more impetuous, di- 
rected his nephew, Ernest, to fire 
the riot gun at that “four-eyed 
bastard_ in the aaa shirt 
(Knapp.)” 

Ernest raised the gun once but 
did not fire, then a moment later 
did fire at the insistence of both 
No one was hit, but the 
pickets, ready to fight for their 
union but not necessarily to die for 
it, fled the barges. 

All but Knapp. He took refuge 
behind a capstan while revolver 
shots, estimated variously. at be- 
tween 15 and 40, rained around 
him. One slug entered his left arm, 
above the elbow. He spent 
10 days in the hospital recovering 
from the wound. 


“Within minutes,” the record 
says, “there were no union ad- 
herents on the Middle Fleet and 
few even on the shore.” There 
was no evidence that any shots 
came from the union side. 


The Kishwaukee. picked up her 
rigging and some other barges and 
departed a short time later up- 
stream with the other vessel. The 
Battle of Peddie’s Landing was over. 

Well, almost over. Students of 
military science still study the clas- 
sic maneuvers of Austerlitz, Gettys- 
burg and the Marne. It remained 
for the NLRB. to review the dra- 


|matic events of Peddie’s Land- 


charges. The NLRB got into the 
act.through its general counsel. His 
complaint was framed for the pro- 
tection of the employes involved. 
How he thought this should be done 
is not clear from the record, since 
he failed to call a single employe 
as a witness. 

The general counsel, or his agent, 
got a set of rapped knuckles from 
the trial examiner who found that 
far from being “trespassers” as 
charged, Knapp and the others were 
aboard the Kishwaukee at the in- 
vitation,of a crew who had volun- 
tarily become union members. 


Company Chose Violence 

The examiner similarly gave 
short shrift to the general counsel’s 
theory that the company had an 
“absolute right” to protect its busi- 
ness and property. 

The company, says the report, 
“deliberately and intentionally 
chose the violent method of self- 
help when it transported armed 
forces in preference to the peaceful, 
legal procedures provided.” The 
trial examiner dismissed as “singu- 
larly unconvincing” the general 
counsel’s argument that the shoot- 
ing was an “isolated incident.” 

The self-help he mentioned, the 
bringing’ of reinforcements from 
Louisiana to Illinois, excited the 
attention of the examiner and 
caused his pointed reference to the 
Federal Anti-Strikebreaking Law, ~ 
particularly Title 18, Section 1231. 

Summing up, the examiner found 
the union innocent of any unfair 
labor practices and dismissed the 


ing. Both sides filed unfair labor 


BATTLE OF PEDDIE’S LANDING was waged here. 
pickets patrolled Banta line equipment near Cairo, Ill., just before 
1954 shooting episode which attracted NLRB, Coast Guard and 
police interest. The motor vessel Kishwaukee, center of the excite- 
ment, is at the right on the outside line of barges. 


company’s complaints. 


Union 
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“Soak-the-Consumer’ Gas Bill Debated 


‘baber, Mayors Battle 
Industry Lobbyists” 


By Willard Shelton 
The Harris-Fulbright bill, Aow under debate in the boa repre- 
sents the natural gas industry’s third effort in 10 years to get itself 
exempted from effective price regulation by the federal government. 


If it is passed and signed by 
estimate that customers’ bills for 


Pres. Eisenhower, its opponents 
cooking and for heating with gas 


will jump by at least $600 million a year. 


Organized labor is vigorously op-> 


posed to the bill as a “soak-the-con- 
sumers” proposal. The AFL-CIO 
convention adopted a resolution ad- 
vocating its defeat. ; 

The bill got through the House 
last year by a 209-203 vote. Con- 
gressmen from southwestern gas- 
producing states clamored for it, 
Speaker Sam Rayburn (D-Tex.) 
threw his great prestige behind it. 
c Huge Oil-Gas Lobby 

Also behind it— and the most 

’ significant factor—was the huge oil- 
and-gas producers’ lobby, one of 
the most influential factors in politi- 
cal Wa8hington, a lobby that for 
years has been able to preserve an 
enriching 27.5 percent income tax 
exemption for itself in the name of 
a “depletion allowance.” 

In the Senate, again, Southwest- 
erners led by the Democratic lead- 
er, Sen. Lyndon Johnson (Tex.), 
are marshalling the forces to drive 
through the bill to free natural gas 
sales to pipelines from price regula- 
tion. 

The oil-and-gas lobby is active 
again, flooding correspondents and 
senators with masses of “facts” and 
arguments in favor of the bill. It 
is not yet clear whether it is again 
Stirring up gasoline service-station 
owners and lessees, as some oil 
companies did last year, to send let- 
ters and telegrams to members of 
Congress to evidence “grass-roots” 
support of the bill “at home.” 

A counter-lobby consisting of the 
mayors of many cities and the 
spokesmen of many local gas-retail- | 
ing utilities has sprung into exist- | 
ence. The mayors don’t want their 
people’s gas bills raised. The local 
utilities fear that, if their resale 
prices are forced up by higher 
charges by producers and pipelines, 
they will lose business to competing 
fuels such as oil, electricity and 
coal. : 


Goes Back 10 Years 


The first effort of the gas indus- 
try to escape price regulation oc- 


curred when the Federal . Power! 


Commission 10 years ago decided 
to determine its powers in the area. 

The Moore-Rizley bill was so ex- 
treme that even the Republican-con- 
trolled 80th Congress declined to 
pass it. The milder Kerr bill, which 
got through in 1950, was vetoed by 
Pres. Truman. 

A strange interlude then occurred 
when the FPC, dominated by Tru- 
man appointees, in 1951 decided by 
a 4 to 1 vote thaf despite the Kerr 
bill veto, it still had no power to} 
regulate natural gas sales to pipe- 
lines. 

This curious situation lasted until 
1954, when the Supreme Court 
overruled the FPC majority and ia 
effect ordered it to regulate prices 
charged for sales to pipelines. The 
Harris-Fulbright bill is an attempt 
by the producing states and the oil- 
and-gas lobby to override the Su- 
preme Court. ‘ 

The gas industry offers five ma- 
jor arguments for the Harris-Ful- 
bright bill: 

@ Natural gas production enjoys 
none of the advantages, such as a 
guaranteed profit, of the ordinary 
“public utility,” and therefore 
should not be subjected to regula- 
tion of the nature imposed on —_ 
ities.’ 


@ Prices of coal and oil are not 
regulated at the mine or wellhead, 


therefore neither should gas prices 
to pipelines be regulated. 

@ There is great “competition” 
in natural gas production by more 
than 4,000 companies, and regui. 1- 
tion is not needed to keep prices 
reasonable. 


® Production of natural gas will 
dry up, as exploration is discour- 
aged, if rigid FPC price controls are 
applied, and “reasonable” profit ex- 
‘pectations will actually lower prices 
in the long run by stidaulsting pro- 
duction and supply. 

® The choice is not really be- 
tween regulation and non - regula- 
tion, since “safeguards” have been 
added to the Harris-Fulbright bill. 


Scoff at Arguments 

Opponents of the bill scoff at 
these arguments. They add a clinch- 
ing question: if the gas industry 
doesn’t expect enormous profits 
from passage of the measure, why 
are southwestern producers’ con- 
gressmen and the oil-and-gas com- 
panies fighting so hard for it? 


The answer to the first three 
arguments is terse: “Competition” 
in the gas-producing industry is fic- 
titious rather than real, and for 


a quasi-monopoly of a handful of 
huge companies. 

Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-IIl.), 
who played a leading part in fight- 
ing the 1950 Kerr bill, points out 
that, in 1953, 90.7 percent of gas 
purchases by pipelines were con- 
|centrated in 174 producing com- 
| panies, not “more than 4,000,” and 
| that the 29 largést’companies sold 
two-thirds of all the gas. 


A pipeline once laid at enormous 
expense, he adds, is “practically at 
the mercy of the producers” in the 
area where the pipeline begins; it 
can’t pick up the line, move it hun- 
dreds of miles and buy gas from a 
lower-priced “competitor.” 

Opponents of. the bill cite the 
numerous “price escalation” clauses 
in contracts between gas producers 
and pipelines and say that -enact- 
ment of the Harris-Fulbright bill 
would endanger FPC regulation 
even of these “escalator” clauses. 

(“Escalation” is a contract clause 
by which producers provide them- 
selves with automatic price boosts 
by sundry devices despite the tech- 
nical duration of the normal con- 
tract with a pipeline for 20 years.) 

‘Safeguards’ Lacking 

Douglas says the so-called “safe- 
guards” claimed for the bill are of 
“no practical benefit.” 

Prices at the wellhead jumped 
from about 5 cents to about 10 
cents per thousand cubic feet be- 
tween 1947 to 1953, Douglas says, 
and more recent contracts state 
prices ranging from 15 cents to 24 
cents per thousand cubic feet. 

If the Harris-Fulbright bill passes 
and prices rise to an average of 25 
cents, as “indicated by industry 
spokesmen,” the consumer “would 
be hit for $600 million a year above 
present gas costs.” 

When there is a conflict between 
producers’ interests and fair public 
protection, Douglas adds, “it has 
been our traditional national policy 
to establish reasonable regulation to 
protect the public interest.” 

“That policy with respect to in- 
terstate sales of natural gas was es- 


practical purposes gas production is* 


NATURAL 
GAS 
BILL 


controversial Harris-Fulbright natu- 
ral gas bill, strong hints emerged 
that the bill has White House 
blessing and, if finally passed, will 
be signed by Pres. Eisenhower. 

The bill has been denounced as 
a “giveaway” of consumers’ inter- 
ests in favoritism to oil and gas 
companies seeking to escape effec- 
tive federal price regulation of natu- 
ral gas sales to pipelines. 

A similar bill passed in 1950 was 
vetoed by former Pres. Truman. 
The veto was accompanied by a 
stinging message denouncing the 
gas industry’s grab for higher gen- 
eral and specific “windfall” profits. 


Kem Led Fight 


Southwestern ‘senators made no 
effort to pass the 1950 bill over 
Truman’s veto. The vote original- 
ly had been so close that the neces- 
sary two-thirds margin to re-enact 
the measure obviously was not ob- 
tainable. 

A majority of Republican sena- 
tors, however, in 1950 voted against 
the gas bill. Former Sen.-James P. 
Kem (R-Mo.) led a “pro-consumer” 
fight within the GOP and actually 
got 22 Republicans to go against 
the measure’ while only 16 Repub- 
licans favored it. 

Kem is no longer in the Senate, 
and northern Democrats opposed 
to the new gas-industry bill prompt- 
ly expressed concern over the pos- 
sibility that White House signals 
will swing GOP senators this year 
away from their unusual “pro-con- 
sumer” 1950 stance. 

Republicans who conferred on 
legislation at the White House re- 
cently hinted to reporters that the 
Administration seemed to favor the 
Harris-Fulbright bill. 


Sen. Bridges in Favor 


‘ A second sign occurred when 
Sen. Styles Bridges (R-N. H.), from 
a gas-consuming state, led off Sen- 


tablished in 1938, and it should be 
preserved,” he maintains. 


ate debate as the first GOP spokes- 
man in favor of the measure. 


Gas Price Regulation Bill Reported 
To Have Full White House Blessing 


As Senate debate opened on the &— 


Opponents had entertained hopes 
that Bridges, in the interests of 
his own constituents, would adopt 
Kem’s 1950 arguments against the 
bill. Instead he announced for it, 
saying he felt he was doing “a dis- 
tinct service to the whole. country.” 

Bridges said he was speaking 
only as an individual rather than 
GOP Senate Pohcy Committee 
chairman. 


The measure is strongly endorsed 
by Democrats from four southwest- 
ern gas-producing states and the 
majority party is seriously split. 
Heavy White House’ support of the 
measure would indicate that North- 
ern Democrats-fighting it would get 
no more help than they did in op- 
posing the 1953 offshore oil “give- 
away,” which Eisenhower endorsed 
and signed into law. 


Long Victor 
In Louisiana 


New Orleans—Former Gov. Earl 
K. Long won an _ unprecedented 
victory in his primary campaign 
for the Democratic nomination for 
governor, routing four other candi- 
dates and becoming the first victor 
without a run-off election in 20 
years. A win in the corre is 
tantamount to election. 

Long, brother of the late oa 
nor and senator, Huey Long, more 
than doubled the vote of his near- 
est rival, Mayor DeLesseps Morri- 
son of New Orleans.. The other 
candidates ran far behind. All 
campaigned on pledges to preserve 
racial segregation in, the public 
school system and not to attempt to 
change the Louisiana right-to-scab 
law. : 

Long won all but two of the 
state’s 64 parishes. He previously 
served as governor from 1948 to 
1952, and is the only man in mod- 
ern Louisiana history to win two 
terms. 


Opponents of the measure prom- 
ise an extended debate, but not a 
filibuster, to try to educate the 
country and the Senate about the 
issues involved. 


‘Consumer Protection’ 

Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.), 
sponsor of the Senate measure 
which is a companion to the House- 
passed Harris bill, promised that 
he himself would “take off the 
gloves” to fight what he called “‘one 
of the worst cases of misrepresenta- 
tion in recent legislative history.” 

Leaders against the bill are ex- 
pected to be Sens. Paul H. Douglas 
(D-Ill.), Hubert Humphrey (D- 
Minn.) and Estes Kefauver (D- 
Tenn.). 

Douglas pointed out that the bill 
definitely “does not regulate in any 
degree directly” prices charged by 
gas-producing companies to pipe- 
lines. Fulbright retorted that “sound 
reasons prevail” for mere “indirect” 
controls, because the government 
cannot in practice police rates for 
the thousands of producers. 

Douglas has acknowledged that 
thousands of small producers can- 
not and should not be subject to 
price regulation and is proposing an 
amendment to confine regulation to 
the big companies—fewer than 150 
—that produce and sell 90 percent 
of total gas transmitted in interstate 


pipelines. 


‘Ainte Workers Okay 


Studebaker Pact ; 
South Bend, Ind.—Members of 
Auto Workers Local 5 veted to 
ratify a new agreement with the 
Studebaker Corp. which the unioa 
valued at 21 cents an-hour. a 
The three-year contract was ac- 
cepted after Pres. William Ogden 
said the union had done every- 
thing possible to put the firm in a 
better competitive position in the 


future. Ten thousand workers are 


covered bv the pact. 
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1U.S. Will Lose Prestige Abroad 
If It Quits ILO, Says Delaney 


Withdrawal of the U. S. from? 


the International Labor Organiza- 
tion would be one of the most ef- 
fective ways to destroy this coun- 
try’s international influence and 
prestige, according to George P. 
Delaney of the AFL-CIO Dept. 
of Int'l. Affairs, the U. S. worker 
delegate to the ILO. 

“This would prevent the U. S 
from demonstrating its great demo- 
cratic processes by helping in the 
social and economic development 
of other nations—the basic objec- 
tive of the ILO,” he said. 

Delaney’s defense of the world- 
wide tripartite organization came 
after William L. McGrath, the 


U. S. employer delegate, urged Pres. 
Eisenhower to end this country’s 
participation in the ILO. 

“So far as the workers are con- 
cerned,” said Delaney, “we hope 
McGrath does quit. His participa- 
tion has been detrimental to the 
U. S. He has no understanding of 


.| the problems involved, he has al- 


ways been a non-union. operator, 
and he has no feeling for work- 
ers.” 

McGrath is president of the Wil- 
liamson Co., Cincinnati manufac- 
turer of heating and air condition- 
ing equipment. He began four 
years’ service as an advisor to the 


ICFTU Stepping Up 
Plantation Organizing 


Brussels—The International Confederation of Free Trades Unions 
is stepping up the tempo on its toughest organizing job—forming an 
estimated 10 million of the world’s “most exploited and underpaid 


workers” ifto strong labor unions.® 


The objective is the plantation 
workers of Latin America, the 
Caribbean area, Asia and Africa, 
the victims of the most appalling 
poverty on earth. 

Millions of them, according, to 
ICFTU Gen. Sec. J. H. Olden- 
broek, live and work under condi- 
tions that are worse than at the 
beginning of the industrial revolu- 
tion in other countries. 

Unions Finance Drive 

The drive is being financed by 
the Confederation of Labor and the 
Sugar Workers Federation in Cuba, 
the International Landworkers Fed- 
eration, the International Union of 
Food & Drink Workers Associa- 
tions, and the ICFTU itself. 


These include the organization of 
100,000 rubber workers in Malaya 
and of 33,000 members in the Na- 
tional Workers Union of Jamaica, 
the majority sugar workers; an or- 
ganizing campaign in Mauritius; 
help in negotiating a wage increase 
for banana plantation workers in 
the British Cameroons; assistance to 
organizing in St. Lucia, in the 
British Caribbean, and steps to 
strengthen unions on United Fruit 
Co. plantations in Guatemala and 
Honduras. 

In addition, contacts have been 
built up in such important planta- 
tion countries as Indonesia and 
Ceylon. 


The formation of strong unions 


prosperity for the workers who}: 


produce them. 

U. S. employer delegate to the 
Geneva conferences in 1949, and 
since 1954 he has been employer 
delegate on nomination by a joint 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers-U. S. Chamber of Commerce 
committee. 

He testified in favor of the 
Bricker Amendment before the 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 
last year and has contributed to 
the Economic Council letter circu- 
lated by Merwin K. Hart’s Na- 
tional Economic Council, an ex- 
treme right-wing group. 

Changed His Line 

He has described the ILO as “at- 
tempting to set itself up as a world 
parliament” intent on “destroying 
local self-government” by taking 
over “the field of internal domes- 
tic legislation,” pro-socialist and 
anti-free enterprise. 

He changed his line somewhat 
last year when the ILO voted to ad- 
mit the Communist nations on the 
tripartite basis. U. S. workers and 
employers opposed the action on 
the ground that neither worker nor 
employer organizations in the Red 
states are independent, but in real- 
ity are agencies of the state. 

This, McGrath said in a report, 
permits the Communists to become 
“firmly entrenched” and “progres- 
sively dominate” the ILO. It was 
this violation of the tripartite prin- 
ciple on which he based his de- 
mand to Eisenhower. 

Delaney agreed that the prin- 
ciple of tripartite participation, im- 
bedded in the ILO constitution, is 


not being carried out. 


Amend Constitution 


GEORGE P. DELANEY 
ILO worker delegate 


WILLIAM L. McGRATH 
ILO employer delegate 


jLabor Backs 
|Drive to Gain 
Ethical Goals 


New York—A strengthened in- 
terest in religion and practical ethics 
in everyday life in 1956 is forecast 
by labor, business and farm leaders, 
according to a survey by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

Results of the council’s study 
were made public in connection 
with observance of Church and 
Economic Life Week. The council 
is a federation of 30 U. S. Protest- 
ant churches with 35.5 million 
members. It was formed in 1930 
to spread Christianity and to carry 
on the work of 13 interdenomina- 
_| tional agencies at home and abroad. 

Lists Objectives , 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, 
in his contribution to the survey, 
pointed out that the AFL-CIO is 
devoted to improving the conditions 
of the nation’s workers in accord- 
ance with “basic religious and ethi- 
cal principles.” 

“Our constitution,” he continued, 
“specifically lists these objectives, 
among others: 

“*. .. to encourage all workers 
without regard to race, creed, color 
or national origin to share equally 
in the benefits of union organiza- 
tion; to secure legislation which will 
safeguard and promote—the rights 
of workers, farmers and consumers 


the people; to protect the labor 
movement from any and all corrupt 
influences and from the undermin- 
ing efforts of Communist agencies 
and all others who are opposed to 
the basic principles of democracy.’ ” 


AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. 


Court Upholds |wones, was"tmong several ne 
$1 an Hour 


tional leaders who noted some 
progress in the past year, but agreed 
that the U. S. still has far to go. 


and the security and welfare of all . 
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No Time for Hocus Pocus 


ARTOONIST Herblock, in his new book,. voices one citizen’s 
complaint against “HP2x—hocus pocus, twice-multiplied.” 

AFL-CIO Pres. Meany, in his address, to the National Industrial 
Conference Board, has voiced the complaints of union members 
against another form of “HP2x”—the hocus-pocus idea circulated 
by the National Association of Manufacturers that it has gained the 
right to speak for unorganized workers. P 

Meany relied on the facts of history to show up this particular 
form of hocus-pocus. The NAM’s legislative position has tradi- 
tionally been one that would injure the status of all workers, 
organized or unorganized. 

Nevertheless, the NAM has been sounding the call for greater 
labor-management cooperation. It has no monopoly on the idea. 
The whole history of labor in America has been the story of progress 
toward cooperation. 

But, as Meany reminded the businessmen’s group, there are two 
(1) that workers are represented only by 
workers’ organizations, and employers are represented only by em- 
ployers’ organizations; and (2) that management must give “full 
acceptance” of the idea of free trade unions as a vital democratic 
institution in our America. 

These two concepts are fundamental and factual—the very op- 
posite of hocus pocus. Modern American labor and management 
can work together, with mutual respect, to benefit the entire society. 


Pres. Meany has set forth labor’s willingness to “accept this 
great challenge of our time.” It is certainly to be hoped that man- 
agement will be equally ready and willing. . 

With hocus pocus on the shelf, with outworn slogans discarded, 
management has the power to help bring about a realistic era of 
cooperation and trust between capital and labor. The result would 
dismay the Kremlin; it would be democracy, at its best, working for 
the interests of all the people. 


Foreign Aid and the Future 


Peper mage and the President seem involved in a complex dis- 
cussion of the future of foreign aid—whether Congress should 
pledge itself to a long-term program, or vote new funds each year. 

It seems to us that the argument is curiously off-base. 

Whether Congress votes a 10-year program or 10 one-year pro- 
grams is less important, in our view, than whether Congress—and 
the President—are willing to step up responsibly and realistically 
to the needs of the free world. 

Will we spend enough to buttress democracy, and help human 
beings in the underdeveloped areas build their free societies? Will 
we spend with intelligence and imagination? Will we tie our gifts 
up with strings that may sound good in political campaigns at home 
but balance out the good that our aid programs can accomplish in 
the areas where the money is spent? 

These are far more realistic, more important questions. Our 
nation has a continuing responsibility to the free world. If we 
meet that responsibility, it will help not only our friends and allies 
but help us just as much. 
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Japanese Sweatshops Backfiring 


>> 


news chief for the Christian 
Science Monitor, has pinpointed 
one of the major problems fac- 
ing the American garment indus- 
try—large-scale Japanese imports 
produced under sweatshop con- 
ditions. Here's his story from a 
recent issue of the Monitor.) 


By GORDON WALKER 


Tokyo—Fumiko Tamashita, age 
17 and just out of high school, is a 


>| worker in what is known as Japan’s 


garment industry. 

Like hundreds of other young 
girls in the smoky outskirts of 
Osaka, she races through a break- 
fast of cold rice and then takes a 
crowded tram to her “factory.” It 
really isn’t a factory; it is a poorly 
heated and poorly lighted shed in 
which 28 girls gather each day to 
sew, cut, and pattern cotton blouses. 

One might also say that there 
really isn’t any garment industry, 
either. It is really only an adjunct 
to the textile producing industry— 
a sort of cottage industry to which 
contracts are let out by the - big 
spinning mills. 

* * * 

Unlike employes of the big tex- 
tile mills with their labor standards 
laws, their company mess halls, and 
dormitories, the garment workers 
of Japan are in a different class. 
There are no such things as labor 
standards, no unions, no wage 
levels except very low ones, and no 
such thing as fringe benefits. 

Fumiko gets an average wage— 
$9.25 a month for working six 
days a week at an average of 10 
hours a day. She is a sewer in the 
establishment of a small enterpriser 
who manufactures cotton blouses 
on contract for one of the Big Ten 
textile manufacturers. When the 
blouses are finished, they are de- 
livered to the textile firm which in 
turn processes them, packages them, 
and exports them. 

Even with a liberal markup for 
local profit, the American importer 
gets the blouses at a ridiculously 
low cost, based upon the fact that 
Fumiko and others like her work 
for what amounts to slave-labor 


wages. 


Women who work in the big 
textile mills make an average 
monthly wage of $34 for an 
eight-hour day. But in the sub- 
contracted garment shops, a girl 
may make as low as $7 a month, 
and a maximum of $20. With 
thousands of young girls pour- 
ing out of the schools of Japan 
each year, the cottage-industry 
employer has little difficulty find- 
ing girls who are willing to lash 
themselves to his machines. 


The problem which this poses, 
meanwhile, is only too obvious. 
American garment industry rep- 
resentatives are now protesting vig- 
orously over what they consider 
to be Japanese “dumping.” And 
they have a case. They are jus- 
tifiably concerned over the fact 
that there are American importers 
who are willing and eager to accept 
Japanese blouses, manufactured un- 
der repressive labor conditions, and 
who in some cases put on American 
labels as a means of disguise for 
otherwise discriminating buyers. 

* * * 


The fact that the Japanese have 
voluntarily cut down on textile ex- 
ports to the United States in recent 
weeks is not enough. And the 
claim, made here, that Japan is not 
dumping but merely engaging in 
free trade based upon an advan- 


224. 


“They get the Union Labor items in 
this big daily so twisted, the paper 
twines of it’s own accord!” 


tageous wage structure, is also un- 
likely to make for better interna- 
tional understanding. 

What appears to be happening is 
that by pushing its garment ex- 
ports to the United States, Japan is 
building up protectionist sentiments 
not only among American textie 
organizations, but over a much 
larger cross section of American 
industry. 


It is too much to expect that 
the benevolence of Japanese gar- 
ment manufacturers will result in 
Fumiko and her fellow workers 
receiving a substantial raise. That 
will come only through pressure 
from trade unions which so far 
have not penetrated into the dis- 
mal back streets of Osaka’s in- 
dustrial metropolis. - 


It is possible for the Japanese 
government to move in, as it has 
in other industries, and impose a 
series of controls. Government in- 
terference is not something which 
private manufacturers normally 
welcome. And yet in Japan there 
appears to be little alternative. A 
refusal on the part of the Japa- 
nese to recognize the damage they 
are doing to their own export pro- 
gram in the matter of large-scale 
garment sales abroad may result in 
injury to a wide range of other sales 
ranging from toys to cargo 
freighters. 


AFL-CIO Education 


Newsletter Bows 


The first issue of AFL-CIO Edu- 
cation, published by the AFL-CIO 
Dept. cf Education, has made its 
appearance. It is scheduled for 
monthly publication. 


John D. Connors is department 
director, with George T. Guernsey 
and John E. Cosgrove assistant di- 
rectors. The publication contains 
an evaluation of the White House 
Conference on Education, an arti- 
cle on the forthcoming Textile 
Workers Legislative Institute and 
its aims, and a list of new education 
films and books. 
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A COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM New Year’s Day pro- 
gram, on both television and radio, deserved a great deal more attention 
in the permanent written word than it got. (If my radio and TV friends 
will forgive me for mentioning it, this is one of the weaknesses of their 
reporting media.) 

Eight CBS reporters from around the world sat down with Edward R. 
Murrow and for an hour and a half discussed the “changes” in- what 
they called the 1955 edition of the “years of crisis.” 

The program was a “show,” of course, but it was also nine intelligent 
and well-informed Americans conversing together publicly on very 
serious matters involving our national security, the Soviet Union, the 
cold war and the frostbitten “spirit of Geneva.” 


2 : 


TO THE GENTLEMEN IN CONGRESS, this observer would rec- 
ommend the comments of the reporters about the value of “cultural” 
exchanges between various nations. 

The simple fact that the French “national theater,” the Comedie 
Francaise, was a “box office hit on Broadway,” one reporter said, helped 
the French “love us a little more because we loved what was best in 
them.” 

The American reporter from Japan said the “best thing we did in 
the Far East” was to export the “Symphony of the Air.” And from 
the Moscow reporter came word of the brilliant success of the Ameri- 
can “Porgy and Bess” company in a number of European countries. 

There was much discussion of old-fashioned Western colonialism and 
the false face we sometimes turn to the world in appearing to refuse to 
support nationalistic revolts for freedom in colonial areas, whereas the 
Soviets—the true 20th Century i tataeeaeatte | to “capture” the na- 
tionalist revolts. 

xk k *& 


ALEXANDER KENDRICK, FROM AFRICA, said that the “stupid- 
ist thing’ Americans did last year in that continent was to “start an 
American club in Ethiopia which does not allow Ethiopians in—the 
only example of segregation in the whole country, and it’s somebody 
else’s country.” 

Eric Sevareid, from Washington, pointed out that it was important for 
us to help usher the Asians and Africans, “half the people of the world,” 
into modern life, and remarked that extending democracy within our 
own borders, “including racial democracy,” would contribute. 

Kendrick had a trenchant paragraph on Africa: In order to develop 
the continent’s resources, “the white man has had to educate the native 
to new skills. -The native gets improved living standards; he becomes 
more prosperous; he demands more education; and more education 
means more urge to govern himself. The white man starts out as boss 
and ends up lucky to be a partner. And, frankly, there are not many 
people in Africa who are sorry. Independence is just as magic a word 
there in 1956 as it was here in 1776.” 


xk * kk 

DAVID SCHOENBRUN, FROM PARIS, thought that a “social 
revolution” began in France last year, “almost unnoticed.” The evi- 
dence: the government-owned Renault Automobile Co. “offered its 
workers a guaranteed wage increase if they helped increase production,” 
and the workers accepted it, overriding the argument of Communist 
leaders that this was simply a dirty “speedup” scheme. 

The system of “guaranteed annual wages” and annual wage increases 
for American workers, Schoenbrun said, set a fabulous “example that 
opened the ideas of French workers,” so that they no longer believed 
that under capitalism the “bosses just wouldn’t share profits with 
workers.” 

It’s a funny thing, but the American people would seldom suspect, 
from their daily newspapers, that American labor principles have 
given enormous encouragement to workers in other nations and among 
many nationalities. 


Vandercook Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of John W. Vandercook, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Vandercook 
over the ABC network Monday through Friday at 
10 p. m., EST.) 


HE article in Life Magazine in which Sec. of 

State Dulles blandly claims that three times—no 
less—he and Pres. Eisenhower averted what might, 
without them, have become world wars—has had the 
impact of many megatons. 

Dulles’ original intention in authorizing publication 
of that astounding claim, 
it is assumed, was simply 
political. The article in 
which the U. S. Secretary 
of State asserts that if the 
Administration hadn’t been 
willing to march “to the 
brink of war,” major wars 
might have broken out 
over Korea, Indo-China 
and Formosa, has all the 
earmarks of a GOP cam- 
paign document. But it’s 
already evident its effect 


ak 
andercoo 


goes far beyond that. 

_In an attack on Dulles’ King Canute-like pre- 
tense, delivered on the Senate floor by Sen. Hum- 
phrey, the Minnesotan called on Dulles to repudi- 
ate the article—particularly his statement that “the 
ability to get to the verge of war without getting 
into war is a necessary art.” 

Dulles replied that the “statements attributed to 
him do not require correction.” 

Humphrey predicted “trouble with our Allies.” 
Britain’s conservative Daily Mail exclaims that if 
getting to war’s verge is an art, “it is terrifying. One 
false step and the artist is over the edge, taking his 
H-bombs with him and destroying the world in the 


Morgan Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Morgan over 
the ABC network Monday through Friday at 7 p. m., 
EST.) 


O often there seems to be such a yawning gap of 
non-communication between the policy makers 
of government and the people governed. A huge 
sound barrier exists between them, pierced now and 
then, perhaps, by a jet-propelled headline without 
any baggage of under- 
standing aboard. The other 
day, the Secretary of State 
said he and the President 
agreed the public must 
“wake up” to the dangers 
of Communist competition 
in economic aid to “un- 
committed” countries. 
How do you wake up 
the U. S. A.? Pinch peo- 
ple? Set their alarm 
clocks? More important, a 
what are we supposed to Morgan 
do when we are wide-eyed to the danger? Dulles 
didn’t say. So often the government doesn’t say, 
leaving the people either moribund and bored or 
uneasy prey to the peddlers of hysteria. Presumably 
the government hopes you will write your congress- 
man, assuming you have been aroused, to ask him 


| to support the President’s long-range foreign aid 


COMMUNITY RACE RELATIONS WORK brought pen to 
Max Kralstein (left), vice president of the Bakery union, and George 
Faunce, Jr. (right), vice president and general counsel, Continental 
Baking Co., at the Urban League of Greater New York labor-man- 
agement award dinner. Along with Martin E. Segal (center), con- 
sultant on pension and welfare funds, they strike a fraternal pose 
behind huge cake which marked the occasion. 


proposal. This is not a very realistic hope. With 
all its contradictory statements on the need for more 
—or less—foreign aid, the Administration has, until 


Dishwashing Out: 


_ (The following are excerpts from a speech by 
Gov. Frank G. Clement of Tennessee to the 17th 
Constitutional Convention of the Ohio CIO Coun- 
cil in Cleveland.) 

Back in 1952, when Pres. Eisenhower was de- 
scribed as the candidate of no political record and, 
therefore, no political liabilities, he went about the 
country and poked fun at a government pamphlet 
titled: “Tools for Food Preparation and Dish Wash- 
ing.” 

He cited it as an example of government waste 
and said publication should be stopped. But now, if 
Mr. Eisenhower runs at all, he will have to run on 
the fact of a record, instead of the lack of a record. 
That’s why the Eisenhower Administration—perhaps 
in sudden compassion for farmers with lowered in- 
comes and workmen without jobs—has sponsored 
a Dept. of Agriculture publication titled: ee to 


Cook a Rabbit.” 


Dulles’ ‘Brink of 


War’ Explodes 


process.” Another London paper writes angrily of 
“the incredible Mr. Dulles,” and prays, “Heaven 
protect us from this edgy gambler!” 


Dulles’ predecessor, Dean Acheson, declared: “This 
is the era of the huckster. If we go on as we have 
been doing, we’ll come to the ultimate slogan of 
‘weakness is strength.’ ” 


HE President sent to Congress a message out- 
lining the Administration’s thinking on federal 
aid for school construction. 

The White House has edged closer to reality than 
it was last. year. But it is still cautious thinking 
about a problem that almost everyone now admits 
has become so serious there is no room left for 
penny-pinching. 


Eisenhower asks Congress to appropriate $1.25 
billion to be spent on building new schools, and 
renovating old ones, during the next five years. States 
with the highest, per-child, state-wide income would 
be expected to put up $2 for each $1 of federal 
money. In the poorest states, that proportion would 
be reversed. 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany calls the sum 
proposed “totally inadequate.” “There is,” Meany 
says, “present need for 350,000 additional class- 
rooms and the need is growing daily. At least one 
billion dollars a year for 10 years, should be made 
available to make up for the neglect of our schools 
for the last 30 years.” 


Democratic Rep. Kelley of Pennsylvania, who has 
authored a more generous school aid bill, which has 
already won House committee approval, protests that 
the too late and too thrifty Eisenhower proposal is 
apt only to slow up all action on any school aid legis- 
lation. The Kelley bill calls for the spending of $400 
million a year, straight off, for four years—and never 
mind haggling over state’s ability to pay. 


” 


How Do You Wake Up the U.S. A.? 


now, left us in confusion on its own evaluation of 
the need. 


With all the Madison Avenue merchandising 
techniques that have been introduced to “sell” 
government policy to people, the administration 
has failed, I think, to give us a sense of participa- 
tion in what it is supposed to be trying to do to 
compete with communism in the rest of the world. 


APPILY, there are ways by which individuals 

can help make the impact of American influence 
abroad a positive one. One of these is a wonderful 
outfit called the Cooperative for American Remit- 
tances to Everywhere, better known as CARE. 
CARE is 10 years old this month. It is strictly 
non-profit. 
agencies to send food parcels to Europe. Now it has 
missions in 23 countries. Through private, personal 
donations, it has distributed more thar $200 million 
worth of food, clothing, blankets and tools around 
the world, costing the taxpayer nothing and bringing 
back immeasurable goodwill. But more than goodwill. 


CARE has done miraculous things with simple 
tools and tins of food in places from Haiti to Hong- 
kong. It is not the exclusive answer to our approach 
to competitive co-existence, but it has proved itself 
to be a practical kind of Aladdin’s Lamp in the 
world’s underdeveloped areas. If the Secretary of 
State would rub it with a little more recognition, 
perhaps the ‘country—and the bureaucrats—might 
become fully awake to its vast potential as one of 
our best sources of strength in this “competitive co- 
existence.” 


GOP Serves Up Rabbit 14 Ways 


In that magnificent contribution to American 
literature and home economics, the Republicans 
discuss: 

Baked Rabbit; Braised Rabbit; Creamed Rabbit; 
Creole Rabbit; Curried Rabbit; Rabbit-a-la-king; 
Rabbit Fricassee; Fried Rabbit; Barbecued Rabbit; 
Rabbit Pie; Rabbit Salad; Rabbit Spread; Rabbit 
with Dumplings and (so said the pamphlet) a Stewed 
Rabbit. 

Well, Davy Crockett—King of the Wild Frontier, 
a Democratic member of Congress, born on a moun- 
tain-top in Tennessee—killed himself a b’ar when 
he was only three. The Republicans have been in 
office three years now and the best they have done 
is kill a rabbit. 


You’ve got to hand it to these Republicans, - 


though. They learned the hard way that the people 
of America just won’t eat a plain old fried rabbit 
for more than one term at a time, ’ 


It grew out of the pooled efforts of 23 . 
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_ TEACHING THE TEACHERS, Miss Edith Huffman, associate 
' professor of education, North Carolina Women’s College, lectures on 

reading techniques to elementary school teachers over educational 
The teacher viewers 
get graduate crédits for the course aimed at helping them solve 


_ TV station WUNC-TV in Greensboro, N. C. 


reading difficulties among their students. 


READING IS FUN when it’s 
done right. This is one of the 
students in the classes taught by 
teachers taking the TV_ reading 
course. The young Davy Crockett 
has made “contact.” 


APPLYING THE TECHNIQUES Miss Gladys Weinstock, student 


teacher in the sixth grade, works over reading problems. in the class- 


room. 


Miss Huffman, at left, keeps in close contact with the 
classes both before and after her TV lectures. 


The classroom 


teacher is applying the techniques and principles worked out on the 


TV reading course. 


National Citizens Committee for Educational Television 


Educational TV New Aid to Te ach Reading 


Whether or not Johnny is learn- 
ing to read as well as children of 
a generation ago has kicked up a 
national fuss. 


An attempt to clarify the con- 


tion. The eight 


Educational TV _ reported. 
committee said that the prospects 
for 1956 are “bright” with two 
new stations slated to begin opera- 
tion and six others under construc- 


The | would bring 46 million persons 
within broadcast range. 

Of the approximately 340 hours 
of programming over educational 
TV stations, 19 percent was de- 


additional stations | voted to systematic instruction for 


| 


the adult audience, 57 percent to 
family and general information pro- 
grams and 24 percent to produc- 
tions for children, including in- 
school telecasts. 

The growth of educational TV, 


troversy and offer solutions to some 
reading problems is being made by 
the newest communications med- 


How to Buy: 


ium, educational television. 
Helps Kids, Adults 


At least four of the 18 educa- 
tional TV stations currently in oper- 
ation are telecasting programs de- 
signed to help youngsters and adults 


improve reading skills. 


The programs range from courses 
using latest techniques to aid adults 


to taking parents into the classroom 
via TV to see how their children 
are taught how to read and what 
can be done at home to help both 
child and teacher in the teaching 
program. 

But probably one of the most 
unusual approaches is the course 
telecast by WUNC-TV originating 
from North Carolina Women’s Col- 
lege at Greensboro, N. C. The 
course, Reading in the Elementary 
School, is designed as an in-service 
course to aid teachers in coping 
with reading problems among their 
students. The course, if completed 
by the teacher viewers, carries two 
hours of graduate credit. 


The college’s School of Educa- 
tion believes that a teacher proper- 
ly versed in teaching reading can 
help most of her youngsters over- 
come reading difficulties. 

The reading courses, which start- 
ed this fall in San Francisco, Pitts- 
bufgh, Boston and Greensboro, 
highlighted a general advance in 
educational TV in 1955 from eight 
to 18 stations reaching an esti- 
mated 39 million Americans. 

The 18 stations are on the air 
for about 340 hours weekly, the 
National Citizens Committee on 


By Sidney Margolius 


_. many basic expenses edging up, moderate- 
income families will have to shop wisely in this 
period to hold down living costs. Unfortunately, 
consumers aren’t getting full help from the heavy 
supply and sharp price drop on livestock. For one 
reason, merchandisers are out-thinking housewives. 

More meats are now sold under packers’ brand 
names for as much as 25 percent more than the 
same quality of just plain meat in the store’s own 
wrapper. Packages are getting fancier, too. Some 
meats are prepacked not only in cellophane but 
fluted cardboard trays, which makes a mighty pretty 
package but isn’t very edible. And cold cuts and 
other specialty meats are being widely sold at self- 
service counters in six-ounce packages. 

If you’ve ever wondered why so many of these 
packages are six ounces, note that many housewives 
seem to assume 6 ounces is half a pound. It isn’t, of 
course. A pound is 16 ounces. A six-ounce package 
marked 27 cents may seem reasonable if you don’t 
realize you are actually paying 72 cents a pound 
for just bologna. 


HE U. S. Agriculture Dept. has issued a number 
of contradictory explanations about why retail 
prices remain high despite the drop in farm prices. 
The facts are, retail food prices are less than 
2 percent below a year ago, while the Dun & Brad- 
street wholesale food price index is now 12 percent 
below a year ago, and, in fact, the lowest it’s been 
since 1950. 


By the Agriculture Dept.’s own figures, 61 cents of 
the consumer’s food dollar now goés for marketing 
costs, compared with 58 in 1954 and a low of 47 in 
1945. In particular, the public is not getting full 
|benefit from the price drop in meat. Only about 
|half the recent reduction in livestock prices has been 
‘passed on to consumers. 


Consumers Lose on Meat Price Cut 


Nor do the explanations of the Agriculture Dept. 
and processors stand up. They claim one reason re- 
tail prices remain high is because housewives are 
buying more semi-prepared foods (cake mixes, frozen 
foods, and the like.) 


HE other frequent explanation is labor costs. In 

a protest of this department’s previous protest 
against the high food prices, a spokesman for Groc- 
ery Manufacturers of America, Inc., pointed out that 
the food industry is employing more workers and 
paying higher rates of pay. 

The fact is that from °53 to °54, food workers’ 
hourly earnings rose less than 4 percent, while their 
entire compensation rose only 3 percent (the indus- 
try employed fewer people in ’54 than ’53, not more). 

In contrast, the National City Bank’s computation 
shows profits of 25 major food manufacturers went 
up 25 percent in 54. And, to its credit, the Grocery 
Manufacturers itself recently reported that increased 
productivity has held actual unit labor costs to only 
three-fifths of the advance in wage rates since 1947. 


OR one policy, avoid branded packages that cost 

significantly more. A survey by this department 
finds frankfurters under a packer’s brand name are 
59 cents a pound, but in the store’s own package, 49 
cents. Bacon under brand names runs up to 53 cents, 
but can be bought for 39 to 45 in stores’ own packs. 

For a second money-saving policy, buy the larger 
cuts and use for several meals. Buy a loin of pork 
instead of chops which cost .more per pound. Buy 
the whole or half ham at less cost than slices. Agri- 
culture Department home economists point out you 
can use the shank end for a boiled dinner, the thick 
pieces with bone for baking, slices for frying. And 
use all you pay for. Trimmings, bone and fat can 
be used for flavoring soups, stews, beans, blackeye 
peas, rice, potatoes and casserole dishes. 


the committee reported, had a na- 
tional impact with a national net- 
work signing up two programs and 
taking on the star of a third. 
Direct teaching demonstrations 
over television at both the second- 


ary and higher education levels - 


were being watched by educators 
around the country for possible 
solutions to the national crisis in 
education. , 
Many Subjects 
Educational TV viewers could 
study history, languages, piano, 
biology, physics, accounting, eco- 


nomics and philosophy, among 
others. 


Appearing on TV programs dur- 
ing 1955 were the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York and 
other of the nation’s cultural re- 
sources. 


6 
Now You Can 
Sleep with 

A Union Label 


New York — The Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers of 
America introduced its union 
label in the men’s pajama in- 
dustry on a nationwide scale 
as part of its $750,000 annual 
expenditure to promote the 
products of manufacturers in 
contractual relations with the 
union. 

Introduction of the union 
label in men’s sleepwear fol- 
lowed similar action in the 
men’s shirt industry. The 
Amalgamated has spent $2.5 
million to date in promoting 
the union label, principally 
in men’s and boys’ clothing, 
outerwear, single pants and 
neckwear, and has now 
stepped up the campaign to 
include shirts and pajamas. 
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“UNION MAID” 
Y YES, IT LOOKS LIKE 


v4 
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“CORPORATION PROFITS 
AND DIVIDENDS 
UP SHARPLY*! 


») a, 


—A Serial Story 


A GREAT YEAR,GOTROX! 
LOOK AT THIS HEADLINE- 


64nh! NoTso 
LOUD, HAGGLER! 
ITS ABOUT TIME 
FOR THIS YEAR’S 
FIRST BARGAINING 
SESSION WITH 
THE UNION--- 


—By Bill Perkins 


--- HEADLINES * 
LIKE THAT ARE 
AWKWARD 
AF A TIME 
LIKE THIS --- 


see ~? 
TMD 
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--UNION MEMBERS GET 
A _LOP-SIDED IDEA THAT 
ITS TIME FOR A RAISE 
IN THEIR PAY 
ENVELOPES!!! 
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Hollywood Observer: — war Ge 


Breaking Into Pictures 
Tougher Than Ever 


By PAUL PATRICK 
OLLYWOOD, Calif. — Each year, for many years there have 


crossed my desk scores of letters from aspiring young hopefuls 
wanting to know how to go about getting a job in the Hollywood mo- 


tion pictire studios. Most of them would like to become movie stars 
and they want advice on how to get started. 

These letters come from teenagers in average American families, and 
some in their early 20s, mainly girls, who have been smitten by the 
Hollywood “bug,” the glamour and allure of motion pictures. They have 
star dust in their eyes and they write that they will do anything, take 
any sort of work, if only they can get a chance to act in films. 

| want the parents, relatives and friends of these embryo Marilyn 
Monroes and Gregory Pecks to know that Hollywood does everything 
within its power to discourage them from coming here in the hope of 
landing a studio job. The fact is that “breaking into pictures” 
difficult today than ever before—yet they keep trying, for hope springs 
eternal in the heart of a movie-struck youngster. 

Many of these starry-eyed young fans are under the impression that 
one way to stardom is to become an extra player. Nothing: could be 
farther from the truth. Only a small proportion of the extra players 
make a living doing extra work, despite great improvements in wages 
and conditions won by the Screen Extras Guild in the last 10 years. 

During the last 20 Years, more than 60,000 men, women and children 
have been registered at one time or another with the Central Casting 


is more 


office for extras. Not one in 10,000 ever became stars. And the life of 


an cxtra player is a tough one. 
+ 


* 


OR the young person with talent who’s convinced he or she has 
what it takes to succeed, the best way to get a chance in pictures 
is not to come to Hollywood but to buckle down to long and arduous 
training in a serious dramatic school away from Hollywood, taking care 
to stay out of the clutches of racketeering talent agencies and phoney 
.. talent scouts who prey on gullible youngsters and their parents as well. | 
After dramatic school training, the novice should be able to land a 
job with a little theatre or dramatic stock company in his own home 
town or on what’s known as the “straw hat circuit” of summer theatres 


or in live television. 
* 


* 


> 
W ITH the five-day week adopted many years 4go by most big indus- 
tries, I doubt if the majority of this column’s readers realize that 
such glamorous gals as Jane Wyman, Grace Kelly, Audrey Hepburn and 


coil 
Kim Novak 


Kim Novak have had to work a 
six-day, 48-hour week in pictures 
or they didn’t get paid. Well, 
it’s so. 

But it’s going to be different 
from Feb. 1. For under the lead- 


“ership of IATSE International 


Pres. Richard F. Walsh, the studio 
craft unions have negotiated a five- 
day week, a revolutionary change 
in the business of picture making. 


~ Saturday becomes time-and-a-half 


day on Feb. 1, going to double time 
the same date next year, thus stop- 
ping most week-end motion picture 
production. When the technicians 
don’t work, the actors can’t. 

Apart from other obvious advan- 
tages, the crafts hope the five-day 
week will flatten out the yearly 
peaks and valleys in studio em- 
ployment. How the change. will af- 
fect the players remains to be seen, 
for Screen Actors Guild has just 
commenced negotiations with the 
studios for improvement of its exist- 
ing collective bargaining contract. 
The actor who works at the union’s 


minimum scale probably will gain the most. But one thing is sure. The 


alike. 


shorter work week is coming to the studios, for star and stenographer 


Heart Group Warns 
‘Strep’ Season Near 


New York—A warning that the -“strep” 


season is nearing its 


annual peak has been sounded by the American Heart Association 
—with an additional warning that “strep” sore throat is the door- 


Opener to rheumatic “fever and 


rheumatic heart disease. 
Rheumatic fever causes “more 

heart damage and long-term crip- 

pling illness in young people” than 


any other disease, said Dr. Maclyn} 


McCarty, chairman of the associa- 
tion’s Council on Rheumatic .Fever 
and Congenital Heart Disease and 
a member of the Rockefeller In- 
stitute for Medical Research. 

The warning added emphasis to 
AFL-CIO “Pres. George Meany’s 
declaration that the association can 
“count upon the workers” to help 
make the 1956 Heart Fynd drive a 
success, 

Meany and AFL- CIO Vice Pres. 
Walter P. Reuther are national la- 
bor sponsors of the association. Its 


national labor committee included 
AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler and the presidents of 
more than 100 unions. 

McCarty said the signs of “strep” 
throat include a sudden sore throat, 
with pain while swallowing and, 
when pressed with the finger, below 
the jaw; fever of between 101 and 
104 degrees, headache and nausea 
or vomiting. 


In expressing confidence that 
American workers will contribute 
generously to the 1956 Heart Fund 
drive, Meany noted that recent dis- 
coveries have “underlined the vast 
scope of heart disease and opened 
new avenues of hope for its even- 
tual control and cure.” 


good—these youngsters from the 


Communications Workers, garbed 


NEVER have ‘they had it so 


All Nations Foundation in Los 
Angeles. Members of Local 9502,- 


them from head to foot, picking 
up the tab for shoes (side photo), 
socks, jackets, pants, underwear 
plus spares, topped it off by giv- 
ing them a choice of toys like 
they’d never had before (above). 
Seen in foreground facing camera 
at toy counter are Local 9502 
Pres. Al Johnson and Dorothy 
Fitch. Aiding the clerks in fit- 
ting shoes are, in right back- 
ground, Frank Bleitz and John- 
son. The bill was $300, but Lo- 
cal 9502 didn’t stop there. Mem- 
bers contributed another $300 to 
the foundation .emergency fund, 
and decided to make a Christmas 
shopping trip for underprivileged 
kids an annual affair. 


Making Ends Meet: 


Budgeting Requires Planning 


By Nancy Pratt — 
HIS is the season when New Year's resolutions 
begin to wear thin. If you resolved to stick to 
a new budget, don’t be discouraged by the first batch 
of oversights or difficulties—or by the problems of 
meeting the bills for all those presents you bought on 
a charge account before Christmas. 

Don’t forget, by the way, that it won’t be long 
before the state income tax comes due in most states, 
along with payeadions which may be due on the federal 
income tax. 

It’s vital for stand budgeting that you start by 
listing specifically in advance your normal income 
and your fixed expenses. You have to calculate 
your rent, utility and other bills you know will show 
up each month and year. This will indicate about 
what you're likely to have left for food, clothing, 
transportation and other needs. 

When this is done and you know what’s available, 

you have to conquer the problem of sticking to it. 
For one thing, you have to keep track of expendi- 
tures to know where the money goes, so you can 
review and try to keep spending in the necessary 
limits. 
But controlled spending can get pretty com- 
plicated—particularly if there are a number of. peo- 
ple handling the spending, or if income is irregular 
and major changes frequently have to be made in 
the budget limitations. Coping with such problems 
calls for ingenuity and imagination as well as a will 
to budget. 


Take grocery shopping, for instance. You may 
have allotted a certain sim each week for groceries, 
but if two or three people do the shopping, the meal 
planner may have trouble keeping track of what’s 
been spent. 

One housewife solved this problem by placing a 
special basket on the kitchen wall and seeing to it 
that every shopper developed the habit of putting 
his grocery check in it. That way she could keep 
abreast of the combined expenditures. 

In this modern age when so many expenditures are 
made by check, it can be difficult to do some of the 
calculating and juggling necessary to maintain a bank 
balance large enough to take care of incoming bills. 

OME families have found it very helpful to set up 

special savings accounts for fixed expenses such 

as car or life insurance premiums that come due at a 

specified time. They make a point of putting away a 

set amount each week so that a large enough balance 

will be built up for the particular expense by the 
time the bill comes in. 

Another psychologically important factor is having 
a definite place to do accounts. You may be sur- 
prised to find how much easier it is to keep track of 
bills if you can set aside a specific spot in the house 
for them. One or two drawers in a desk or table, 
with separate compartments in them clearly marked 
“unpaid bills,” “mortgage payments,” and the like, 
should be devoted entirely for bill keeping and in- 
come records, so you can be spared the exasperation 


of rifling through all sorts of drawers for them. 


Candied Parsnips Recipe Nets Cook $250 First Prize 


Fresno, Calif. — Gourmet 
John Spang, a member of 
Cooks Local 230 of the AFL- 
CIO Hotel and Restaurant 
Employes International Un- 
ion, has won first prize of a 
$250 defense bond in a na- 
tional recipe contest sponsored — 
by Institutional Feeding & 


Housing Magazine. 

His prize-winning dish: can- 
died parsnips in sauce. 

The recipe, for those who 
want to feed a lot of people 
well for little money, calls for: 

Twenty pounds of parsnips, 
eight pounds granulated su- 
gar, one pound margarine, 


three ounces vinegar, two 
ounces salt, six medium 
oranges, two and one-quarter 
pounds tomato puree and 
water, : 

Boil for two hours. When 
liquid becomes heavy syrup. 
place in 375-degree oven for 
30 minutes, basting regularly. 
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‘Herblock 


Master at Unstuffing ‘Stuffed Shirts’ 


“Don’t Peek—It’s Sort Of A Surprise” 


His Pen Rivals| 
Drawings In 
‘Here and Now’ 


By Henry C. Fleisher 
One picture says more than a 


thousand words, accordiig to an 


oft-quoted Chinese philosopher. On 
that basis, “Here and Now”—the 
new book of famed. cartoonist 
Herblock—has at least a quarter of 

a million words to say. ae 
sesnila they are, too. 

Herblock’s cartoons produce a 
few million chuckles every day as 
they appear on the_editorial pages 
of a‘large number of daily papers. 
(In many of them, in fact, they 
say more, and say it better, than 
all the rest of the editorial page 
combined.) 

Brought together in one volume, 
this latest selection of 250 Her- 
block cartoons brings together a 
load of chuckles and belly-laughs, 
directed at stupidity, pompousness 
and greed in high places. Nobody 
can remove the stuffing from a 
stuffed shirt faster than Herblock 
does in his cartoons. 

But “Here and Now” has wor- 
ried a lot-of professional journalists 
in Washington; they’ve discovered 


| that Herblock’s typewriter rivals 


Herblock’s drawing pen in deftness, 
precision, pointedness and high 
good humor. 

In his writing, as in his cartoons, 
Herblock takes long and frequent 
pokes at hocus-pocus: the whole 
realm of political double-talk and 


half-truth that is so prevalent in’ 


Washington and every other world 
capital. 

-.The writing, like the cartoons, is 
done with a grin. The masters of 
hocus-pocus aren’t fooling Herblock 
—and he helps reassure us they’re 
not fooling the rest of the ‘public, 
either. The author-cartoonist makes 
it pretty clear that the hocus-pocus 
boys, over the long run, are fooling 
principally themselves. 


Herblock — his real name, of 
course, is Herbert Block—is 46 
years old. He’s won a flock of 
prizes for his drawings. He may 
be winning a few more for his 
writing. You be the judge—look 
at some of the cartoons on this 
page and read over some of these 
Herblock paragraphs. Then, you 
may want to walk or run to the 
nearest bookstore for “Here and 
Now.” 

Here and Now, by Herbert 
Block. Published by Simon & 


Schuster. $2.95. 


U.S. GOVERNME 
DEPARTMENT OF 


“Gosh, It Isn’t Even Safe To Resign Any More” 


HP2x(Hocus-pocus twice multiplied) Improves Everything 


(Following are choice excerpts 
from Herblock’s book “Here and 
Diow.”) 

. . Everything is improved by 
Miracle Ingredient HP2x(Hocus- 
pocus twice multiplied). 


“Ordinary old-fashioned hocus- 
pocus has always been with us. 
The amazing quick-action job of 
Miracle Ingredient HP2x is that it 
performs a slick-as-a-whistle con- 
version of ordinary hogwash into 
rich sudsy stuff which produces an 
authentic-looking luster, sparkling 
with simulated sincerity. 

. “I don’t like it, and my particu- 
lar beef—without any special ten- 
derizing—is smooth, velvety Politi- 
cal HP2x.” 

2 ae ae! Nae 

“If a politician made a sly deal 
to give away a public park to a 
muckle manufacturer, they would 
both be exposed, the public would 
get mad, and they would get what 
they deserved for being so 
dumb, ... 


“The thing for the mayor to do 
és to hire a band, hand over a rib- 


“tt Looks ° Wonderfel—And Ie 
Wear Like Iron” 


boned key and make a speech 
boasting of the splendid action 
taken in removing this park from 
the hands of tax-eating bureaucrats. 
He can say he has hurled back a 
threat of socialism and can go on 
to praise the unselfish civic devo- 
tion of the manufacturer who is 
assuming the. burden of paying 
taxes on this property, chopping 
down the trees, and erecting a 


muckle factory which will increase 
the prosperity of the community. 
Of course the kids won't have the 
park to play in any more, but later 
on they can work in the muckle 
factory and build their own private 
parks with enterprise and good old 
know-how.” 
* am a 


“The cartoons that P've done 
about the last couple of admin- 
istrations have probably been 
toughest when the popularity of 
each was highest. And when an 

_ administration seems fo be mo- 
tivated by expediency and a will- 
ingness to sacrifice principles to 
‘avoid trouble,’ I think it’s the 
job of editorial people to show 
them they can get into even more. 
trouble by doing the wrong thing 
than by doing what’s right. That) 
should make it easier for them 
to do the right thing, but I doubt 
that they ever appreciate our ef- 
forts along this line.” 


* * * 


“I don’t know what’s so fascinat- 
ing about the ‘middle of the road,’ 


“Sickle” 


has the kind of magnetic attraction 
that a coffee cup has for cigarette 
ashes; and it’s regarded as the 
ideal place to dump any. kind of 
decision.” I guess it sounds as if it 
were solid. But it’s often the worst 
possible place to be. And in a 
choice between right and wrong, I 
think something better than a mid- 
die-of-the-road policy is needed.” 
+ * * 


-but for a lot of people this position | 


“Some of the (Eisenhower Ad- 


ministration) team members appear 
in these drawings, where they are 
generally shown in less than their 
finest hours. 1 don’t like to be- 
labor the team, and would prefer 
to be more often in the cheering 
section. But 1 found early in the 


| game that there are hazards in 


cheering this team too soon, Every 
once in a while the captain or one 
of the leaders will take a fine posi- 
tion that makes me feel like let- 
ting out a ‘Yea, pete But then 
things get confused by a series of 
clarifying statements, explaining 
that the position isn’t quite what it 
seemed. ee 


“It’s ironic that some of our gov- 
ernment officials who are so sold on 
salesmanship and publicity should 
not have done better than they 
have in winning friends and in- 
fluencing people abroad. -But, as 
early directors of our indeieanie 
programs discovered several years 
ago, the techniques for selling sudsy 
soap or even snowy-white political 
candidates are not the best ones for 
selling democracy and the U. S. 
of A.” 
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Bread amd Butter Facts: — 


Medics’ Price Tactics 
Drain Healtth Funds 


By Lane Kirkland. 
Assistant Director, Dept. of Social Security 


O* the third day of the AFL-CIO merger convention, after the 
reading ofa resolution condemning health and welfare fund abuses 
and setting up standards of proper administration, Delegate William 
Sorenson of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., took the floor. He strongly supported 
the resolution, he declared, but he also wanted to call attention to an- 

‘ other form of plunder to which health and welfare plans are exposed: 


“, .. the experience that we have had in the administration of our 
own fund is simply that each year as the contributions of our em- 
ployers to our funds have increased . . . we have witnessed within the 
area of that particular fund a continual increase in the service charges 
by the physicians working in that particular area.” 


The brother knew whereof he spoke. The acts of a few dishonest 
trustees and agents of welfare funds have been investigated, exposed, 
publicized and prosecuted time and again by the legal and political au- 
thorities. “None of those bodies, however, have dared to delve into the 
largest single source of financial erosiog that now undermines these 
funds—the pricing practices of the medical profession. 

Yet, these practices have drained more funds of their substance, in 
greater measure and in a way which strikes more directly at the heart 
of health insurance, than the total take. of all the grafters who ever split 
a commission. 


HE abuse in question is the practice engaged in by doctors who use 
the schedule of benefits contained in cash indemnity insurance plans 
as a means of exacting a higher fee than they could otherwise obtain. 
When this technique is carried to its final extreme, the patient may 
find himself paying, from his own pocket, about as much as he would 
have had to pay without the insurance. * 


The efforts of unions to overcome this problem by negotiating fur- 
ther increases in benefit allowances are of little avail, as doctors respond 
with another hike in fees. In such a case the union finds itself, in effect, 

. negotiating higher fees for doctors rather than greater benefits for its 
members. 


HE extent of this practice has been gauged in a study recently 
undertaken by a leading firmi of insurance consultants. As reported 
by this firm: 


“Our company analyzed over 10,000 surgical claims where benefits 
were paid under a $150 surgical schedule. We found that this sur- 
gical schedule paid only 55 percent of the surgeon’s total charges. 
A similar analysis, for claims paid under a $225 surgical schedule, 
showed that such a schedule paid 60 percent of the surgeon’s total 
charges. And an analysis of claims paid under a $300 surgical sched- 
ule showed that such a schedule paid only 69 percent ‘of the surgeon’s 
total charges. 


“As you can see, a 100 percent increase in the surgical aaa 
schedule served to reduce the patients’ share of the bills by only 14 
percent.” 


This type of profiteering is not an exceptional practice engaged in by 
just “a few unethical physicians.” The sliding scale of fees based upon 
“ability to pay” or “what the market will bear” is a basic product of the 
concept of “ethics” sanctified and defended by the medical lobby. 

So long as the medical profession refuses to negotiate an established 
scale of fees that will constitute full payment for services, cash in- 
demnity insurance plans can never hope to beat the-doctors’ little game. 

That is why the resolution on health problems adopted by the AFL- 
CIO convention urged union support for, and government aid to, “the 
development of non-profit, direct service, pre-payment medical care 
plans, based on group practice.” 
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BROKEN LEGS of these boys in Children’s Hospital, Panama City, 
Panama, were made more bearable by a shipment of CARE’s 
children’s books. Besides. pleasure, they brought a better -under- 
standing of the American way of life. 


It was a decade of hope brought 
to the hopeless, of food for those 
stalked by starvation, of tools for 
hands straining in idleness, of plows 
and canning jars and books, of 
clothing and coal, of kits for mid- 
wives who strengthened the thin 
fabric of life itself for mothers and 
babies in remote sections of distant 
nations far from doctors and hos- 
pitals. 

2.1 Billion Meals 

It was a decade in which the 
American people willingly took 
$211 million from their abundance 
and dedicated it to those who had 
little or nothing—to 76 million indi- 
viduals, for instance, for whom it 
meant 2.1 billion meals they other- 
wise would have gone without. 

It was.a decade, too, which saw 
the organized labor movement in 
the forefront of this. heartwarming 
concern for the unfortunate in 
other parts of the world. AFL-CIO 
Vice Pres. Matthew Woll and Vic- 
tor G. Reuther of the Auto Workers 
are on CARE’s board of directors 
—the former one of three who have 
served since the hectic days when 
it was set up in 1946, 

CARE was started by 23 organi- 
zations which established a non- 
profit co-op to help individuals send 
food packages to relatives and 
friends in Europe. Missions were 
established in European countries 
to supervise and control deliveries 
and to prevent pilferage, diversion 
and black marketing. 

Success Instantaneous _ 

Its success was instantaneous. 
Soon generous Americans with no 
friends or relatives abroad were 
asking CARE to find them a “friend 
in need.” Today, these undesig- 
nated packages represent more than 
75 percent of CARE’s volume. 

As Europe shook off the bitter 
effects of war asid conditions im- 
proved, CARE turned some of its 
energies to relieving distress—war- 
caused and otherwise—in Asia and 
Latin America. 

Over the years CARE has oper: 
ated in a total of 54 countries, now 
carries On its program in 23 nations 
where the need is greatest. 

The food, clothing, blankets, tools 
and other things it has sent to coun- 
tries far and near would fill 11,000 
freight cars—in one train they 
would-stretch from New York to 
Philadelphia, a distance of 90 miles. 

Its food packages have held 101 
million pounds of dry milk, the 
equivalent of 500 million quarts; 47 
million pounds of cheese, 42 million 
dozen eggs, 32 million pounds of 


BETTER THAN FOOD, often, were the plows and hand tools for farmers provided by CARE’s 
Self-Help for India program, because with them more land could be cultivated and more food 
raised. Here a villager loads plows and tools on his camel at Tigri, near New Delhi, for the tip home, 


CARE Marks 10 Years of Restoring Hope 


By Gervase N. Love 


badly needed extra nourishment. 


New York—Ten years of demonstrating that “somebody cares” for the ae and harried cast up 


in the backwash of war, disaster and unending pee is being celebrated by CARE—the Cooperative 
for American Remittances to Everywhere. 


WINTERS ARE COLD in Sa Finland, a i tg war 
children like 10-year-old Hilkka, riding atop a CARE food package, 


In the past 10 years, 19 million 


CARE packages have gone to all parts of the world. 


ter and butter oils. Special food 
packages have been developed to 
meet the specific needs of specific 
peoples. 

Three hundred thousand blankets 
have been distributed, along with 
nearly 455 million yards of knitting 
yarn and more than four million 
yards of textiles with the needles 
and findings necessary to turn cloth 
into clothes. 

Other items: 1.5 million text, 
technical and. other educational 
books; 4,300 plows; 13,500 tool kits 
of every type, many the gifts of 
U. S. unions; 33,500 pounds of 
seeds; 22,421 “welcome kits” for 
escapees from behind the iron cur- 
tain, and 1,300 tons of coal to help 
Austria through a bitter- winter. 

The current emphasis is on $1 
gifts of 22 Ibs. of surplus commod- 
ity foods. The food comes from the 
U. S. government’s surplus stocks, 
and the money is used to pay -for 
handling and shipping. Gifts may 
be sent to any CARE office. 


Grayson Controls Co., 
Auto Workers Agree 


Long Beach, Calif.—Agreement 
has been reached with Grayson 
Controls Co. on a three-year con- 
tract covéring 1,500 members of 


Auto Workers Local 805. \ 


Lee 


meat and 64 million pounds of but-® 


Apple Salada’ 
Strike Is Effective 


San Francisco— The strike of 
apple workers against Sebastopol 
canners, now in its sixth month, has 
taken a favorable turn in ftcent 
weeks, 

Many chain stores and supermar+ 
kets throughout the state have 
agreed to discontinue the unfair 
products and there have been re 
peated admissions in the canning 
industry's publications that the con- 
sumer boycott is effective. 

Dir. Peter A. Andrade of the 
Western Cannery Council warned 
that while these developments “have 
brought us in sight of victory, all 
our gains could slip overnight if we 


public against the unfair brands.” 


Flannery, Union 
Organizer, Dead 


Chicago — Patrick J. Flannery, 
an old-time union organizer who 
founded several locals of freight 
handlers which later became ‘part 
Prof the Railway Clerks, died recente 


ly at his home here. He was 85. 
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USS Saratoga Is Modern Type Aircraft Carrier 


policies. 


developments and manpower.) 


tronic devices. 


|Labor, Jadustzy Skills 
Base 6f Navy Strategy - 


(The AFL-CIO convention adopted a resolution on military man 

power policies stressing the need for maintaining the armed forces q 
adequate strength to meet the country’s international commitments. Th 
AFL-CIO has cooperated closely with the armed services on manpowe 
The following article indicates the scope of the problem faceq 
by one branch of the armed forces, the Navy, in terms of technological 


A new Navy is in the making, a Navy containing atomic-powered 
submarines, guided missiles, supersonic planes and a maze of elec 


has brought new developments in 
naval strategy and tactical thinking 
and a sharp demand for personnel 
with the training and skills neces- 
sary to operate the complicated 
equipment of today’s Navy. 

Labor Has Know-How 

Organized labor is furnishing 
many of these skilled men in addi- 
tion to providing the men with the 
know-how to build these complex 
mechanisms. 

‘The Navy stresses its dependence 
}| upon American industry and Amer- 
ican labor to manufacture the mod- 
ern equipment in adequate quantity 
‘and of sufficient quality to satisfy 
operational requirements. 

It notes also that the improve- 
ment in the skills and abilities of 
our working force has kept pace 
with the factors and events which 
produced the technological break- 
through. 


, states. 


| . 
| Location 
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California—Los Angeles ... 
Illinois—Chicago .....seee- 


| Indiana— 


Bedford 


Evansville ...ccccnceces 
Fort Wayne ...ccccoees 
Hidgignanous cac0<0e0e os 
KOKOMO. os sc 0nescnias < 


| Anderson 
| 
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| South Bend 
Kentucky—Louisville ...... 


Maryland— 
i Baltimore 


Michigan— 
| Alpena 
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Hagerstown ...c-cccecee 


| ROGGMIEAO 0s cicisintaein he aa 


Detroit .. 
ih 


Gaylord . 
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Grand Banids .. ss%2:140 
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eeoeee 


AAA ee ice 
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Weavers Ci ciaccieee'ee2 


Sidteatat? 


Kansas City 
St. Louis .. 


New York— 


eeeeeepeeeee 


New York City vicscces 


Ohio— 
Cincinnati 


Niagara Fas ..50ccekes 
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| Worthington 2... sede 


OG Re 


Pennsylvania— 
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Philadelphia ....4.....- 


} Pittsburgh 


Wisconsin—Milwaukee .... 


Station 
KFWB 


WCFL 


WHBU 
WBIW 
WIJPS 
WKJG 
WFBM 
WIOU 
WLBC 
WIVA 
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WKBZ 
WSGW 
WMBN 
WPON 
WHAK 
WICM 
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WSAI . 
WRED 


(effec. March, 1956—6:15-6:45 a. m.) 


WIBG 
WPIT 


WMIL 


Time 


6:15-30 a. m. & 1:15-30 a. m. 
5:45-6:15 4. 


ep eat 
SRALAAD 

DA AHH DH HHH HS 
hAHAwWHAT LAH 
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DASANANAY AAA 


ee 
AMAAAN 


6:00-6:30 a. 


4:30-4:45 p. 


pepepepe ppp 
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Auto Workers’ Radio 
‘Eye Opener’ Expands 


Detroit—The Auto Workers 30-minute morning show “Eye Opener” 
featuring newscaster Guy Nunn is now being heard in major cities in 11 
Following is the latest schedule: 


m. 


3 33355888 


BB 


m. 
m. 


Bs 


3 3 


(thru Feb. only) > 


6:15-6:45 a. m. 


3:30-4:00 p. m. 


6:15-6:45 a. m. 


2:45-3 p.m. 


Seafarers Donate Feature Movies to Hospital 


| Norfolk, 


the 
fare $ 


Va. — Feature movies| 
will be shown weekly at the Nor- 
folk Public Service Hospital for 
xt year, thanks to the Sea- 
International Union. 


ran out, 


The union made arrangements to 
rent one film a week for the patients 
for the next 52 weeks, matching a 
comparable contribution it made in 
1953 when hospital funds for films 


What is the new Navy like, this 


<> 


BBB Says They’re 
Being ‘Exploited’ 


New York — Questionable 
operations which are “usurp- 
jng” the Better Business Bu- 
reau name are increasing, the 

« Association of Better Business 
Bureaus has warned 75,000 
member-firms. 

Pres. Victor H. Nyborg said 
the association has evidence 
of promoters, including some 
with “long and unfavorable 
records,” using the name for 
exploitation especially in cities 
without local bureaus. 

One of the dangers, he em- 
phasized, is that some of them 
endorse or approve question- 
able companies, products or 
services. Better Business Bu- 
reau policy prohibits all en- 
dorsements. 


® 


Navy of electronic and atomic 
power? 

Two guided missile cruisers al- 
ready are equipped with surface- 
to-air missiles. A surface-to-sur- 
face guided missile for bombard- 
ment purposes is currently opera- 
tional on some of our submarines, 
cruisers and aircraft carriers. This 
missile. travels at just slightly less 
than the speed of sound, and an 
even faster one is on the way. 


Carriers Central Units 


The Navy’s new destroyers and 
escort ships wilt actively combat 
enemy submarines. These ships 
will be equipped with the most 
modern weapons and devices for 
|| detection and destruction of the 
modern high-speed, deep-diving 
submarine. 

The Navy has two atomic sub- 
marines in the water and the con- 
struction of six more has been au- 


%* 
M 


{ thorized. The performance of the 


> 


Two Trade Unionists 
On NPA Council 
St. 


Rollin Everett of the St. 


tional Planning Association. 
The council, 


NPA and other organizations. 


planning. 


N. Y. Fuel Strike 
Under Negotiation 


oughs. 


the Bronx. 


crease package. 


Louis—James A. Davis of 
Jefferson City, Mo., secretary-treas- 
urer of the Missouri State Indus- 
trial] Union Council, and Sec.-Treas. 
Louis 
Newspaper Guild have been named 
to the National Council of the Na- 


limited to 1,000 
members, encourages cooperation 
among major private groups and 
promotes wider \public considera- 
tion of planning studies made by 
The 
NPA is a private, non-profit, non- 
political group of farm, labor, busi- 
ness and the professions devoted to 


New York—Negotiations are 
continuing in a strike of 3,000 mem- 
bers of Teamsters Local 553 against 
300 fuel companies in four bor- 


The strike has halted all but 
emergency fuel deliveries to over 
60 percent of residential, business 
and industrial fuel oil consumers 
and virtually all coal customers in 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens and 


' The union has asked what it 
estimates as a 30-cent hourly in- 


| first atomic submarine, the Nau- 


tilus, has far exceeded expectations. 

The central units of the new 
+ Navy will be the aircraft carriers. 
The Forrestal has been commis- 
sioned and the Saratoga has been 
launched. These ships carry more 
than 100 of the fastest, most mod- 
ern airplanes. Nuclear-powered 
carriers are not far off. 


~The technological breakihrough® 


: = 

The modern naval task force 
composed of the ships described| 
above would have a zone of contro] 
roughly the size of all New Eng. 
land. 

New attack planes can bh 
launched from carriers in the Pa 
cific and fly to carriers in the At 
lantic in less than four hours. 

This task force is highly mobile, 
able to fight in one place today and 
another place a thousand miles 
away tomorrow. It is an extreme. 
ly elusive unit of offensive power 
and difficult to destroy. 

This highly skilled technical 
Navy needs men who can operate 
and maintain complex equipment, 
men who have the ability and ca 
pacity to assimilate the extensive 
training provided by the Navy for 
the many specialized jobs. 


Need Manpower 


The manpower situation in the 
Navy is at a critical stage. Re 
enlistments have dropped off sharp- 


ly and the requirement for new re 


placements for the year ending June 
30, 1956, are 50,000 higher than in 
the last fiscal year when the Navy 
enlisted 120,000 volunteers. 

Navy pay rates have jumped con- 
siderably in the past few years and 
combined with other benefits—re- 
tirement, hospitalization and medi- 
cal care, insurance, legal assistance, 
commissary, Navy Exchange, social 
security coverage — have reached 
the general level of industrial wages, 
the Navy declares. 

The labor movement has encour- 
aged the voluntary enlistment pro- 
gram followed by the Navy and the 
operations of the Selective Service 
system generally in preference to 
other enlistment plans and pro- 
grams. 

The close relationship between 
unions and the Navy was pointed 
up recently in a letter-to AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany by Adm. G. S. 
Thomas. The admiral wrote: 

“Continued emphasis upon the 
inter-dependence of labor and the 
Navy and the vital role that this 
relationship plays in preserving the 
safety of' America will go a long 
ways toward ensuring that we will 
never be found wanting in times of 
future trial.” , 


powerful Building Workers Union. 

Working with military precision, 
representatives of the national un- 
ion descended on the local offices, 
seized them and ousted the func- 
tionaries—about 25 elected, the rest 
appointive — and put them under 
what in the U. S. labor movement 
would be classified as administra- 
tion. * 

The move affects about 50,000 
of the union’s 450,000 members. 
The locals were in Duesseldorf, Es- 
sen, Duisberg, Hamborn, Moen- 
chen-Gladbach, Muelheim, Moers, 
Niederberg and Wuppertal. 

The national union also set dates 
for new elections, which it will con- 
duct. In addition, it will screen the 
candidates and make certain they 
are not Communists or Communist 
stooges. 


West German Union 


Suspends Red Leaders 


Bonn, Germany—The West German trade unions’ counter-of- 
fensive against Communist infiltration has been stepped up with the 


suspension of some 200 local officers of nine Red-controlled locals 
in the industrial Ruhr Valley by the ¢— 


— 


The Building Workers is an in- 
dustrial union composed of all 
building trades workers, with sep- 
ardte departments for each craft. 

Its action was another evidence 
of West German labor’s growing 
realization that the Communists 
have stepped up their drive to con- 
trol the rank and file both in the 
local unions and through the works 
councils in individual plants. 

The counter-attack was launched 
a couple of months ago by the Met- 
al Workers Union. -Top union lead- 
ers have carried the fight into plants 
in all parts of the country, union 
discipline has been tightened, and 
a series of plant publications has 
been started to offset the giant pub- 


lic relations campaign of the Cons 
munists; 
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Charge Tire, 

Oil Firms 

‘Rigged’ Sales 
The country’s three largest tire 


companies were charged with re- 
straining competition in the sales of 
tires, batteries and accessories in 
complaints issued by the Federal 
Trade Commission. , 

Paired in separate complaints 
were the B. F. Goodrich Co. and 
the Texas Co.; the Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Co. and the Atlantic Re- 
fining Co., and the Firestone Tire 
& Rubber Co. and the Shell Oil Co. 


Undue Influence 
The FTC charged the oil- com- 


duly” the service stations and dis- 
tributors they control to buy tires, 
batteries and accessories sold by the 
respective rubber companies in re- 
turn for “overriding” commissions 
of 5 to 10 percent of net sales. 
The result, the FTC claimed, has 
been that competing tire manufac- 
turers have been kept out of the oil 
firms’ filling stations, the station 
operators and the distributors have 
been deprived of freedom of choice, 
and.the public has been deprived 
of the benefits of free competition. 


Deals Paid Well 

The deals paid well for the oil 
contpanies, the FTC indicated. In 
1953 Shell got $1.35 million in 
commissions on the sale of $14 mil- 
lion worth of Firestone products; 
Goodrich paid Texas $1.1 million 
on sales of $13 million, and Shell 
received $411,000 from Goodyear 
on $4.1 million in sales. 

The tire companies also made 
similar deals with oil companies 
other than those named in the com- 
plaints. Hearings are scheduled for 
March. 

The FTC also announced that a 
trade practice conference for the 
health and. accident insurance in- 
dustry ,will be held Féb. 8 and 9 in 
the Hotel Willard, Washington. The 
announcement welcomed coopera- 
tion “in achieving constructive re- 
sults looking to a timely and uni- 
form correction . .. of the prob- 
lems associated with the ... sale of 
accident and health insurance pol- 
icies.”* 


Blouse Workers 
Get Wage Boost 


New York — Eighteen thousand 
blouse workers will get wage boosts 
under a three-year contract signed 
by the Ladies’ Garment Workers 
with the National Association of 
Blouse Manufacturers representing 
200 employers. 

The employers market 70 per- 
cent of the blouses sold annually in 
the U. S. The industry employs 
8,000 in New York City and about 
10,000 in upstate New York, Con- 
necticut, New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania. 

David Gingold, manager of the 
ILG’s Northeast Dept., said that 
piece workers will get a 6 percent 
wage increase effective Mar. 1. 
Workers paid by the week will get 
a flat $3.50 increase. One group, 
cleaners and examiners,: will get 
$4.75 more on Mar. 1 and another 
$1.75 a year later. 

The employers also will double 
their present contribution of 1 per- 
cent of gross payrolls into a retire- 
ment fund. 


Oil Workers Win 
Pine Bend Refinery 


St. Paul, Minn.—Representation 
rights at the new Great Northern 
oil refinery at Pine Bend here were 
won by the Oil, Chemical & 
in a National 
Labor Relations Board election. 

The plant is the most important 
in an area where the oil industry 
is expanding, and is expected to in- 


Apprentice 


Detroit—Wilbur Wright High 


—the only one of its kind in the 
world’s greatest industrial center— 
are apprentices sent there by the 
Joint Labor-Management Appren- 
tice Committees. The tool and die 
makers locals of the Auto Workers, 
155 and 157, use the school exclu- 
sively for training apprentices. 


Attendance Record High 


Despite the fact that the students 
come from every quarter of the 
sprawling metropolitan area and 
the semester is longer than that of 
a regular academic high school, the 
attendance record is the highest of 
any public school in the city. 

Part of the secret for. this suc- 
cess formula is the school’s air of 
informality and the manner in 
which students learn by doing. 
Named for a practical mechanic, 
Wilbur Wright High School trains 
its graduates for practical jobs in 
about as practical a city as can be 
found on the globe. 

This pays off. The school has a 
placement service and most of the 
students are placed in jobs even 
before they graduate. They be- 
come eligible for co-op jobs in 
their last two years. An alternat- 
ing system divides the student body 
into two groups and splits the 22- 
week semester into periods of two 
weeks each of shop work on an 
actual job or in the school shop 
and on related or academic sub- 
jects. 

Apprentice Training 

Through its six curriculums— 
manufacturing, auto mechanics, 
electrical maintenance, power, trade 
drafting and business office prac- 
tice—the school affords an oppor- 
tunity for boys to gain the tech- 
nical knowledge and skills related 
to a given trade or occupation. 

Wilbur Wright’s principal, O, F. 
“Frank” Carpenter, justly regards 
his school as one of the best exam- 
ples of apprenticeship training in 
the world. If he has any regrets, 
they are that space and facilities 
aren’t enough to accommodate a 
larger enrollment. 

The faculty of the-school is com- 
posed of men who are members of 
the Detroit Federation of Teachers. 
Most of them have had some ex- 
perience in industry qualifying them 
as instructors in their fields. 

’ Working side by side with the 
students on projects, they establish 
a common ground and mutual un- 


GETTING REAL KNOW-HOW on the intricacies of transmission gears are these students at Detroit’s 
Wilbur Wright High School with their instructor, Claude §. Logan. From left, they are Willie Peter- 
son, Logan, Bob Bullinger and Mike Kornak. 


AFL-CIO Asks 


Overtime Law | 


Early revision of current salary 
tests which exempt some workers 
from overtime payments have been 
urged by the AFL-CIO on Wagee 
Hour Administrator Newell Brown. 

The AFL-CIO protested objece 
tions raised by employer groups 
against salary tests. Such tests, the 
AFL-CIO said, “are necessary to 
i| determine the good faith of the em- 
:| ployer who seeks to take advantage 
of the exemption.” The lengthy 
brief filed with Brown declared that 
the best evidence of such good faith 
is whether the worker gets a salary 
“fully commensurate with the supe- 
rior position the employe is alleged 
to hold.” 

Current salary tests should be re- 
vised sharply upward, the brief 
went on. The minimum cutoff point 
for “executive employes” should be 
upped from $55 to at least $115. 
Employes in the “professional” 
category should be at least $125 in- 
stead of the $75 now provided i 


School __ ‘Labor Life Co. 


the law. 
Elimination of the present catch- 

all provision was urged. This ap- 

plies to workers in the executive, 


Revision in. 


Boosts Union Angle 


School students learn unionism 


early because the school has a definite union angle. 
Over two-thirds of the approximately 3,200 students at the schoo 


e 


> @ 
Chicago Cubs Sign 
Wright Graduate 


It’s not all work and no 
play for the students of De- 
troit’s Wilbur Wright High 
School. 

Mitchell Pickett, 18-year- 
old baseball star who grad- 
uated from the vocational 
school in 1954, has been 
signed by the Chicago Cubs. 


, — directors includes 24 present or 


In 20 States 


New York-——The Union Labor 
Life Insurance Co. has been li- 
censed to sell life, accident and 
sickness insurance in California and 
Florida, AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Mat- 
thew Woll, the company’s general 
executive chairman, announced. 
The firm is now authorized to do 
business in 20 states. Organized by 
labor unions 29 years ago, it has 
been both a pioneer and leader in 
the field of health and welfare plans 
for unions. 
The company’s 30-member board 


Metired top labor leaders. Among 
them are AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany and Sec.-Treas. William 


ledsnerss Leaders 
To Honor Walsh 


council of the AFL-CIO. 
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Hollywood — More than 1,000 
leaders of the motion picture and 
television industries will attend a 
testimonial banquet Jan. 31 honor- 
ing Pres. Richard Walsh of the 
Theatrical Stage Employes on his 
election as a member of executive 


Many of Hollywood's top stars 


Schnitzler; Woll, Pres. Harry C. 
Bates of the Bricklayers, Pres. A. J. 
Hayes of the Machinists, Pres. 
Emeritus Max Zaritsky of the Hat- 
ters and Sec.-Treas. John F. English 
of the Teamsters. 

Use Union Services 
The best union-pay-as-you-go 
plan is to buy union-made goods 
and to use union services! | 


professional or administrative cate- 
gories if they earn $100 or more 
weekly even if their responsibilities 
would not otherwise qualify them 
for such exemption. If the catch-all 
provision is retained, the AFL-CIO 
said, the minimum should be raised 
to at least $150 a week. 

A number of unions earlier urged 
the Labor Dept. to amend the pres- 
ent regulations. 


$ e 
\nBc Postpones 
Labor TV Show 


The National Broadcasting 

“s TV program “Labor’s 
New Look” will be presented 
sometime in February. 

The program, originally 
scheduled for Jan. 15, was 
postponed by the network. It 
will deal with the AFL-CIO 
merger, the labor history lead- 
ing up to merger and attempt 
to project labor’s role in the 
future. 


‘ . e 


‘|| BENGOUGH ON BOARD 


will take part in the affair at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel, as well as 
the heads of all studios, leading 
producers, directors and writers. 
Major studios have pledged their 
aid in supplying entertainment. 


Western Air Lines 


Strike Continues 


Los Angeles—Clerks and bag- 
gage handlers, members of the Rail- 
way Clerks, have entered the second 
week of a strike against Western 
Air Lines. 

The dispute involves contract im- 
provements and affects 850 airline 
employes in a dozen western states 
and Canada. The line’ service has 
been suspended since the strike was 
called. 


Vancouver, B. C.—Percy Ben- 
gough, retired president of the Ca- 
nadian Trades & Labor Congress, 
has been named to the board of 
governors of the University of Bri- 
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Illinois Labor Plans Merger By Oct. 8 
AFL-CIO Leaders Set 


Unity Target Date 


Chicago—The Illinois State Industrial Union Council at its 13th 
convention laid the foundation for a new Illinois state federation in 
’ which all AFL-CIO members—1.2 million strong—can work to- 


gether. 

Both Joseph Germano, president 
of the council, and Reuben Soder- 
strom, president of the Illinois State 
Federation of Labor, set Oct. 8 as 
the target date for a merger. That’s 
when the federation’s convention 
opens in Springfield. 

‘Greatest Thrill 

Leaders of both the state fed- 
eration and the Chicago Federation 
of Labor were welcomed by Ger- 
mano who said that introducing 
them to the 1,100 delegates was 
his “greatest thrill” in 30 years as a 
unionist. 

A man with an AFL background 

' installed the council’s officers and 
23 executive board members. Eu- 
gene Moats, AFL-CIO regional di- 
rector, did the honors at a post- 
convention executive board meet- 
ing. 

Among the officers all three in- 
cumbents—Pres. Germano (Steel- 
workers), Vice Pres. Duane (Pat) 
Greathouse (Auto Workers), and 
Sec.-Treas. Maurice F. McElligott 
(Clothing Workers)—were unani- 
mously re-elected. Elected to a 
newly created vice presidency was 
Charles A. Hayes, district director, 
United Packinghouse Workers. 

The council post of political ac- 
tion and legislative director was 
made elective, and was filled by 
Greathouse, just recently named an 
international vice president of the 
Auto Workers. 

All four top officers are meeting 
with a federation committee later 
this month to work out the details 
of a merger. 


Civil Rights Theme 

Speeches and resolutions at the 
convention hammered at the theme 
that civil rights would continue to 
be a paramount concern of the 
new organization. 

“Some doubts have been raised,” 
said Willard S. Townsend, AFL- 
CIO vice president, “that, the fight 
against discrimination might lan- 
guish.” 

He pointed out that the national 
AFL-CIO constitution is much 
stronger on civil rights than the old 
’ CIO constitution was. After read- 
ing off the members of the AFL- 
CIO civil rights committee, Town- 
send called it “the strongest civil 
’ rights committee that has ever been 
set up in any union.” 

Pres. Eisenhower and big busi- 
ness came in for their share of 
criticism. Richard Stengel, Demo- 
cratic nominee for the U. S. Sen- 
ate, said that the administration’s 


&- 


4 


policy was to “help the greedy in- 
stead of the needy.” 

Stengel won the unanimous en- 
dorsement of the convention. If 
he wins the Democratic primary in 
April, he will face Sen. Everett 
Dirksen, the Republican incumbent. 

Dirksen “unfortunately hasn’t 
voted right once, even by mistake,” 
James McDevitt, co-director of the 
AFL-CIO committee on political 
education, charged at the conven- 
tion. 

Jack Kroll, co-director -of the 
same committee, outlined the poli- 
tical education campaign that 
COPE will launch in February. 
“COPE,” he said, “does not mean 
less political action but more poli- 
tical action.” 


Blast Benson 

Both Kroll and John W. Living- 
ston, AFL-CIO director of organ- 
ization, lashed the policies of U. S. 
Sec. of Agriculture Benson. Kroll 
said that Benson is “trying to create 
class warfare between the farmer 
and the worker.” Livingston added 
that “the responsibility lies not only 
with Benson himself but also with 
the man who appointed him.” 

Other speakers were Al White- 
house, director of the AFL-CIO 
Industrial Union Department, and 
Jacob Siegel, Chicago chairman of 
the Jewish Labor Committee. 

In its resolutions the. convention: 

© Urged the state attorney gen- 
eral to rule‘that, under Mlinois laré 
guaranteed annual wage payments 
may be “integrated” with unem- 
ployment compensation. 

® Called on the state legislature 
to investigate the soaring hospital 
and medical costs. 

® Condemned the administration 
of Gov. William Stratton for “its 
crude steps backward toward the 
spoils system” in civil service. 

e Alerted local unions to make 
use of the non-discrimination clause 
that is written into Federal govern- 
ment contracts with private em- 
ployers. 


11 Firms Signed Up 
By Garment Workers 


Los Angeles.—Union contracts 
have been signed with 11 firms 
in the new organizing drive of 
the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union, vice president 
Samuel Otto announced. 

The new pacts cover three 
sportswear shops, two jobbers, two 
accessory firms and four dressmak- 
ing plants, Otto said. 


interstate commerce. 


refused to act on the petitions. 


passed the buck to Washington. 
be handled by Congress. 


for social legislation. 


o- 


Illinois Sets Mark on 
Wage Buck-Passing 


Chicago—The Illinois Dept. of Labor has “shamefully neglected” 
its legal responsibility to set wage standards for workers not in 


So declared a resolution passed at the 13th convention of the 
Mlinois Industrial Union Council in Chicago. 

The resolution pointed out that the only wage minimums in 
Illinois are a few pegged at rates of 25 and 35 cents an hour. 

Roy Cummins, Illinois director of labor, two years ago received 
petitions to set up a wage board for the retail industry. He has 


At the Illinois council’s convention, Cummins, a guest speaker, 
was asked when he would move toward a retail minimum. 
The Administration in Washington eS passes the buck te 
the states. Its line is that the states should take more responsibility 


Beat that in buck-passing if you can. 


He 
He said that the matter should 


A PREVIEW OF ILLINOIS UNITY was enacted as Industrial 
Union Council Pres. Joseph Germano pins a delegate’s badge on 
Reuben Soderstrom, president of the Illinois State Federation of 
Labor, with Pat Greathouse, vice president of the IUC, looking on. 


Woodworker’s Blast 
Opens Rights Probe 


Greenville, Ala.—FBI agents, postal inspectors and representa- 
tives of the state’s attorney-general converged on this south central 
Alabama town to investigate violence and violation of civil rights as 


a fact-finding panel begin investiga- 
tion into the six-month-old strike of 
the Woodworkers against the W. T. 
Smith Lumber Co. 


Gov. James Folsom named a 
panel to dig into the issues of the 
strike despite declarations of the 
bitterly anti-union firm that it 
would not be bound by the panel’s 
findings. The company said that 
it might move to decertify the IWA 
if adverse decisions are handed 
down by the panel. 

Touch Off Probes 

A. O. McKinney, assistant south- 
ern ofganizing director for TWA, 
touched off the series of probes 
with a lengthy letter to the Justice 
Dept., Folsom and others. He 
recited a long list of complaints of 
violence at the hands of company 
agents and county and municipal 
Officials whom, he charged, were 
influenced by the firm. 

, McKinney has maintained that 
the company, owned by three Mc- 
Gowin brothers, is fighting the anti- 
union battle of the Southern Pine 
Association, producing association 
publications to sustain this point. 

The firm, one of the largest in 
the state, turns out millwork and 
hardwood flooring. It employs 
about 600 people here and in near- 
by Chapman. Since the strike be- 
gan July 30 only 31 of the strikers 
have returned to work. All but a 
handful of the rest of. the work 
force are engaged in strike activity. 

Wages average 84.2 cents an 
hour. The union is seeking a 21 


>| cents across-the-board increase, an 


eight-hour day in place of the pres- 
ent 40-hour week arrived at by 
working nine or 10 hours a day, 
improved holiday and _ vacation 
clauses and seniority provisions. 


Holds Three Jobs — 


Justice for strikers is hard to 
come by in Butler County. Chap- 
man’s mayor is Hugh Thomson 
who functions also as. city judge. 
Neither is a full time job so Thom- 
son also acts as personnel director 
for the struck lumber company. 
Strikers who have come before 
Thomson in his judicial role have 
been sentenced without being per- 
mitted representation. The sen- 
tences were worked out on the city 
streets at a $2 daily rate but not 
until Judge Thomson suggested the 
defendant return to work at Smith’s 
and the sentence would be for- 
gotten. 

The lumber company’s private 
guards have been deputized by the 


county sheriff and serve as escorts 


for scabs across the lines of several 
counties. Strikers driving along 
state highways have been arrested 
by these deputies and subjected to 
unreasonable search without war- 
rants on minor charges like speed- 
ing. 

Some deputies have been enter- 
ing homes and arresting without 
warrants or any other authority. 
The charge in some-cases has been 
“raising hejl.” 

Postal inspectors entered the case 
after one striker received a letter 
through the mail addressed “to all 
the union fellows” warning that 
dynamite would be used against 
them. Shortly after the letter was 
received at least four attempts were 
made to bomb the homes of union 
members but police took no action. 

Striker Shot 

One striker, Willie Union, is con- 
valescing after he was shot by Ellis 
Crabtree, Chapman town marshal 
and a special county deputy. Un- 
ion was shot Christmas Eve with- 
out warning after his car was over- 
hauled by a patrol car and he was 
ordered to get out with his hands 
up. Crabtree began firing when 
Union inquired what he had done. 
The slug entered Union’s left side 
and opened seven holes in his in- 
testines. 

IWA officials were given the run- 


around when they asked inferior |. 


and circuit court clerks to issue a 
warrant charging Crabtree with as- 
sault with intent to kill. Crabtree, 
in turn, went to the circuit court 
clerk and obtained warrants charg- 
ing the same offense to Union and 
a passenger in the latter’s machine. 
The warrant was served on Un- 
ion in the hospital and he is now 
released on bond awaiting trial. | 
No action has been taken against 
Crabtree. In the words of one 
striker, Crabtree “is still strutting 
around, wearing that big pistol.” 


Oregon Labor Set 
To Merge in July 

Portland, Oreg.—Committees to 
discuss merger of their groups have 
been named by Executive Sec. J. T. 
Marr of the State Federation of 
Labor and Sec.-Treas. George 
Brown of the Industrial Union 
Council.» 

The 14-man committee will pre- 
pare the ground work for merger 
on the state level which is expected 
to take place late in July if present 
plans materialize. 


e 


Wisconsin Key 
Election Area, 
McDevitt Says; 


Milwaukee, Wis.—James L. Me 


Devitt, co-director of the AFL-CIG 


Committee on Political Education, 


¢| told more than 300 local labog 


leaders here that Wisconsin is ong 
of labor’s major at areas in thé 
1956 elections. 

Speaking to an education and 
legislative institute sponsored by the 
Milwaukee County Industrial Uniog 
Council, McDevitt pointed to the 
notorious Catlin law, enacted last 
summer by the state legislature, ag 
an example of the beating labor 
takes when it is not successful og 
the legislative and political fronts) 

Praises League 

The law, which prohibits uniog 
contributions and activities in state 
elections, was branded by McDevitt 
as “one of the worst pieces of legiss 
lation ever foisted on working 
people anywhere.” 

He praised the work of Labor's 
Political League of Milwaukeg 
County, a group composed of AFL 
and CIO unions for many yearg 
prior to the merger last December, 

McDevitt said that COPE, wag 
planning on mailing into the homeg 
of 15 million members voting recs 
ords of United States congressmen, 
The records would be mailed on ag 
individual state basis so that voters 
in Wisconsin, for example, would 
get the records of their senators and 
representatives in simple, direct 
form without having to wade 
through 47 other states. 

McDevitt predicted that mailing 
of these records would bring about 
a marked change in voting habits 
and results. 


He also read a detailed chronok 
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ogy of GOP. attacks on labor and 
said COPE will continue to expose 
such attacks for the political fodder 
they really are. 


~ 
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Trade Unionists 


Offered Chance 
At Scholarships 


New York— U. S. trade- 
unionists interested in study- 
ing at Ruskin College, Ox- 
ford, England, on one-year 
scholarships offered by the 
Transatlantic Foundation are 
invited to apply immediately 
to the Institute of Interna- 
tional Education, 1 East 67th 
Street, New York 21. 

Another scholarship is avail- 
able at Coleg Harlech, Wales. 
Applicants generally should 
be between the ages of 20 
and 35, should show promise 
of development as union lead- 
ers and should be qualified to 
study further in the area. 

The scholarships cover tui- 
tion, room and board. Four 
U. S. trade unionists are cur- 
rently at Ruskin on scholar- 
ships donated by the British 
Trades Union Congress and 
Sir Robert Mayer, Transat- 
lantic Foundation chairman, 
and one at Coleg Harlech on 
a scholarship given by the cok 
lege. 
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